
Service of the Word

5TH SUNDAY IN LENT

Welcome to worship



In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son✝, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Amen.
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WE BEGIN IN GOD’S NAME



PRAYER FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
As you descended upon the 
church at the first Pentecost, 
anoint us this day with your 
fruit as you teach us of Christ 
and what he has done.  

5



Be a presence among us here that 
strengthens our faith in the 
promises that you bring us from 
God the Father and Jesus the Son 
with whom you are one in the 
Trinity. 
Amen.



O Come let us worship the Lord!  

Let us make  joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving, 

Let us make a joyful noise to Him 
with songs of praise.
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CALL TO WORSHIP (PSALM 95)



In his hands are the depths of the 
earth, 

The heights of the mountains are 
His also. 

The sea is His for he made it, 

and His hands formed the dry 
land.
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Come let us worship and bow down: 

Let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker. 

For He is our God: 

And we are the people of the 
pasture and the sheep of His hand.
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O Come let us worship the Lord!  

For he is our maker!  

Glory to the Father and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning is now, and shall be 
for evermore.   

Amen.
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AT 131 – AMAZING GRACE 
VARIOUS VERSES

 1. Amazing grace!  
How sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am 

found, 
Was blind, but now I see!



3.  Through many dangers, toil, and 
snares 

I have already come: 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe 

thus far, 
And grace will lead me home.



4. When we’ve been there ten 
thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s 

praise, 
Than when we first begun.



5. Amazing grace!  
How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am 

found; 
Was blind, but now I see! 

 
 Music: Traditional 

Words: John Newton



Let us confess our sins in the 
presence of God and of each other.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION



Our help is in the name of the 
LORD 

He made heaven and earth. 

I said I will confess my sins to the 
Lord. 

Then he forgave the guilt of my 
sins.
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We confess to you, almighty God, 
before the whole company of 
heaven, and to each other, that 
we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed by our own 
fault. 

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake, 
forgive us all our sins, and bring 
us to eternal life. Amen.



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has 
had mercy on us, and has given his only 
Son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  

To those who believe in his name he 
has given the right to become children 
of God, and has given them his Holy 
Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised 
will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

Amen.
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PSALM 130 
Out of the depths 
I cry to you, O 
Lord. 
Lord hear my 
voice! 
Let your ears be 
attentive to the 
voice of my 
supplications!



Be merciful, be merciful, O God.



If you, O Lord, 
should mark 
iniquities, Lord, 
who could 
stand? 
But there is 
forgiveness 
with you, so 
that you may 
be revered.



Be merciful, be merciful, O God.



I wait for the Lord, 
my soul waits, and 
in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for 
the Lord  
more than those 
who watch for the 
morning, 
more than those 
who watch for the 
morning.



Be merciful, be merciful, O God.



O Israel, hope in 
the Lord! 
For with the Lord 
there is steadfast 
love, and with him 
is great power to 
redeem. 
It is he who will 
redeem Israel 
from all its 
iniquities.



Be merciful, be merciful, O God.



Glory to the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning, is now and will 
be forevermore. 

Amen.



The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.
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LET US PRAY THAT BY FAITH IN CHRIST WE MAY SHARE IN HIS VICTORY.

Most merciful God, you saved 
humankind by the death and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  

Strengthen our faith in him who 
suffered on the cross, so that we 
may triumph in the power of his 
victory. 



For he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

Amen.  



GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
(ALL TRANSLATIONS NIV)

Ezekiel 37:1-14   
 Vision of the valley of dry bones 

Romans 8:6-11   
 The Spirit of God lives in you 

John 11:1-45    
 The raising of Lazarus  

- Jesus' last sign  



When you click through to the next 
slide an audio recording of Pastor Matt 
reading the 3 Scripture texts will 
automatically begin.  Mute your 
speakers if you want to read out loud 
yourself. 

You can follow along with Pastor Matt’s 
audio by clicking through the readings. 



Audio begins. 

Mute speaker if do not want to 
hear. 

Click along with the slides to 
follow the readings on the screen 
at the same time.



EZEKIEL 37:1-14

The Valley of Dry Bones  

1 The hand of the LORD was upon 
me, and he brought me out by 
the Spirit of the LORD and set 
me in the middle of a valley;  
it was full of bones.  

 



2 He led me back and forth among 
them, and I saw a great many 
bones on the floor of the valley, 
bones that were very dry.  
3 He asked me, "Son of man,  
can these bones live?" I said,  
"O Sovereign LORD, you alone 
know." 



4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy 
to these bones and say to them, 
'Dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD!  
5 This is what the Sovereign LORD 
says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will 
come to life. 



6 I will attach tendons to you and 
make flesh come upon you and 
cover you with skin; I will put 
breath in you, and you will come 
to life. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD.’”



7 So I prophesied as I was 
commanded. And as I was 
prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones 
came together, bone to bone.  
8 I looked, and tendons and flesh 
appeared on them and skin 
covered them, but there was no 
breath in them. 



9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy 
to the breath; prophesy, son of 
man, and say to it, 'This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe into these slain, 
that they may live.' "



10 So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and breath 
entered them; they came to life 
and stood up on their feet—a vast 
army.  
   



11 Then he said to me: "Son of 
man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, 'Our 
bones are dried up and our hope 
is gone; we are cut off.' 



12 Therefore prophesy and say to 
them: 
'This is what the Sovereign LORD 
says: O my people, I am going to 
open your graves and bring you 
up from them; I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. 



13 Then you, my people, will know 
that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves and bring you up 
from them.  
14 I will put my Spirit in you and 
you will live, and I will settle you 
in your own land. 



Then you will know that I the 
LORD have spoken, and I have 
done it, declares the LORD.' “ 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God



ROMANS 8:6-11

6The mind of sinful man is death, 
but the mind controlled by the 
Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful 
mind is hostile to God. It does not 
submit to God's law, nor can it do 
so.  
8Those controlled by the sinful 
nature cannot please God. 



9You, however, are controlled not by 
the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if 
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 
10But if Christ is in you, your body is 
dead because of sin, yet your spirit 
is alive because of righteousness.  
 



11And if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God



JOHN 11:1-45

The Death of Lazarus  

1Now a man named Lazarus was 
sick. He was from Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister 
Martha.  
2This Mary, whose brother Lazarus 
now lay sick, was the same one 
who poured perfume on the Lord 
and wiped his feet with her hair. 



3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
"Lord, the one you love is sick."  
4When he heard this, Jesus said, 
"This sickness will not end in 
death. No, it is for God's glory so 
that God's Son may be glorified 
through it."



5Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus.  
6Yet when he heard that Lazarus 
was sick, he stayed where he was 
two more days.  
7Then he said to his disciples, "Let 
us go back to Judea."  
   



8"But Rabbi," they said, "a short 
while ago the Jews tried to stone 
you, and yet you are going back 
there?"  
9Jesus answered, "Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? A man 
who walks by day will not 
stumble, for he sees by this 
world's light. 



10It is when he walks by night that 
he stumbles, for he has no light."  
11After he had said this, he went on 
to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I am going there 
to wake him up."  
12His disciples replied, "Lord,  
if he sleeps, he will get better."  

   



13Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought 
he meant natural sleep.  
14So then he told them plainly, 
"Lazarus is dead, 15and for your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us 
go to him." 



16Then Thomas (called Didymus) 
said to the rest of the disciples, 
"Let us also go, that we may die 
with him." 



Jesus Comforts the Sisters  

17On his arrival, Jesus found that 
Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days.  
18Bethany was less than two miles 
from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to 
comfort them in the loss of their 
brother. 



20When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went out to meet 
him, but Mary stayed at home.  
21"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if 
you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.  
22But I know that even now God 
will give you whatever you ask.“ 



23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will 
rise again.“ 
24Martha answered, "I know he will 
rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.“ 
25Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me will live, even though 
they die; 



26and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?"  
27"Yes, Lord," she told him, "I 
believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who was to come 
into the world.“



28And after she had said this, she 
went back and called her sister 
Mary aside. "The Teacher is 
here," she said, "and is asking for 
you."  
29When Mary heard this, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 



30Now Jesus had not yet entered 
the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him.  
31When the Jews who had been 
with Mary in the house, 
comforting her, noticed how 
quickly she got up and went out, 
they followed her, supposing she 
was going to the tomb to mourn 
there.



32When Mary reached the place 
where Jesus was and saw him, 
she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died." 



33When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who had come along with 
her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in spirit and troubled.  
34"Where have you laid him?"  
he asked.  

"Come and see, Lord," they replied. 



35Jesus wept.  
36Then the Jews said, "See how 
he loved him!"  

37But some of them said, "Could 
not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?" 



Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead  

38Jesus, once more deeply moved, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across the 
entrance.  
39"Take away the stone," he said.  
"But, Lord," said Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, "by this time there 
is a bad odour, for he has been there 
four days." 



40Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?"  
41So they took away the stone. 
Then Jesus looked up and said, 
"Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 



42I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this for the benefit of the 
people standing here, that they 
may believe that you sent me.“   
43When he had said this, Jesus 
called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, 
come out!“



44The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with 
strips of linen, and a cloth around 
his face.  

Jesus said to them, "Take off the 
grave clothes and let him go."



The Plot to Kill Jesus  

45Therefore many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary, and 
had seen what Jesus did, put their 
faith in him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to you, O Christ



LH 330 – ROCK OF AGES CLEFT FOR ME

 1. Rock of ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which 

flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and 

power.



2.  Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin could not atone: 
Thou must save, and Thou 

alone.



3.  Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.



4.  While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When my eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgement 

throne: 
Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

 
Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778), alt



The next slide is the sermon. 

An audio file is separately contained  
on the drive where you downloaded this 

version. 
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TODAY’S SERMON 
 
 

REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS? 



As God’s people through our baptism into 
Christ, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.
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APOSTLES’ CREED



And in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell.  
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The third day he rose again from 
the dead.  

He ascended into heaven, and 
sits at the right hand of God, 
the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic* church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'
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OFFERINGS

Some of you might be wondering how 
you can make your offering to the Lord 
when we are not meeting publicly.  Our 
Treasurer, Mr Keith Kowald, 
recommends that in the first instance 
you consider Regular Electronic Giving 
(REG). 

Please contact Keith on 
keithkowald@bigpond.com or  
0407 885 372 to hear about REG or 
other options.



AT 870 – LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 
(THERE IS AN EXTRA VERSE OF MUSIC – ENJOY!)
  
1. Lord of all hopefulness,  

Lord of all joy,  
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares 

could destroy; 
Be there at our waking and give us, we 

pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the 

break of the day 

 



2.  Lord of all eagerness,  
Lord of all faith,   

Whose strong hands were 
skilled at the plane and the 
lathe 

Be there at our labours and give 
us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, 
Lord, at the noon of the day



3. Lord of all kindliness,  
Lord of all grace,   

your hands swift to welcome, 
your arms to embrace; 

Be there at our homing and give 
us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at 
the eve of the day



4.  Lord of all gentleness,  
Lord of all calm,   

whose voice is contentment, 
whose presence is balm; 

be there at our sleeping and give 
us, we pray, 

your peace in our hearts, Lord, 
at the end of the day.

Jan Struther (1901-1953) 
Public Domain 



OFFERING PRAYER

Thank you, eternal God, for giving 
us new life.  

Help us to live according to your 
Spirit, and willingly serve you and 
our fellow human beings, with all 
that we are and all that we have.  

Amen. 
  
 



SPECIAL PRAYER REGARDING CORONAVIRUS

Heavenly Father, bring healing and 
comfort for people around the 
world suffering from Coronavirus 
COVID-19. 

Speed their recovery and slow the 
spread of the virus.  



We thank you for the efforts of all 
those involved in treating, testing 
and caring for patients, and ask your 
protection over them as they go 
about their work. 

Give wisdom to governments around 
the world as they manage this 
outbreak. Lead our PM, premiers 
and officials to make good decisions.



Ensure those who have lost work and 
businesses can be supported and 
not give up hope. Help them to 
trust you and look toward a glorious 
new start, just as the dry bones in 
Ezekiel experienced.



We ask for your peace when we are 
tempted to panic or become anxious 
about this disease.  Give each of us 
sensitivity, consideration and kindness 
toward one another as we get used to 
what life looks like under COVID-19 
restrictions. 

Help us to place our trust in you, knowing 
that our life is safely hidden in you and 
that you are Lord of all creation.



Enable us to show your love to others, 
sharing the hope we have in you, 
praying and caring for the sick and 
needy as best we can. 

In the name of Christ. 
Amen.



GENERAL PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We were dead in our sins, but the word 
of God entered into our tomb and 
called us out into new life. 

Let us pray to the Father, knowing that 
he listens to us.



Dear Father in Heaven: thank you for 
the gift of new life that you have 
given to us through the waters of 
our baptism.  

Help us, as your baptised people to 
daily die to sin and rise to new life 
with Christ in the power of the 
Spirit.  

  
Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer



We pray for all those who are 
mourning the death of a loved one. 
Comfort them in the knowledge 
that Jesus has won a victory over 
death, so that everyone who dies in 
Christ may have eternal life.  

Keep us from fearing death, but at 
times of doubt, help us put our faith 
in Jesus.  

  
Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer



We pray for hospices and for people 
who work with the dying. Keep them 
strong, and give them peace to do 
their difficult worth with dignity and 
sensitivity.  

We pray for all those people who work 
with alcoholics and drug addicts. Use 
them to make a difference to people’s 
lives, and to help them start their life 
anew.  

 Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer



As we move close to Easter, help us to 
live as Easter people who face 
death in the certain hope of 
resurrection.  

Remind us and comfort us everyday 
with your promise that we will be 
raised up together with all who 
have died in the faith of Christ.  

  
Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer



Heavenly Father, through the death and 
resurrection of your Son, you rescue 
us from death and the grave.  

Restore us to life, so that we may serve 
you in the world; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

Amen.



Finally, let us pray for all those things 
which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

LORD’S PRAYER



Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive  

those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  
now and forever. 

Amen.
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Christ our crucified Saviour draw 
you to himself, so that you may 
find in him the assurance of sins 
forgiven and the gift of eternal 
life. 

The blessing of almighty God,  
Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit,  
be with us always. 

Amen.
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RECEIVE THE BLESSING



IN CHRIST ALONE 
 
A GOOD VERSION BY THE ORIGINAL WRITERS AND PERFORMERS IS AT: HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/XXGEUFWO2IO

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.



In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save: 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied - 
For every sin on Him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 



There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine - 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.



No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand: 
Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.



No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand: 
Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

CCLI Song # 3350395 
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 

© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 180369 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pleases continue to look out for 
emails from pastor, council and 
pastoral assistants regarding what’s 
happening at Bethlehem. 

Please stay in touch with us and each 
other. 

morley.wa@lca.org.au 
matt.bishop@lca.org.au  

All embedded music recordings this presentation: public domain at 
smallchurchmusic.com




