
                                Ques&ons about a,ending Holy Communion in
                                                  the Lutheran Church?
                                         ‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
                                          Christ given with bread and wine, ins;tuted by Christ himself
                                          for us Chris;ans to eat and drink.’
Come to this sacrament:
- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;
- as a bap;sed believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives - his true body and blood with the
  bread and wine; and,
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ un;l
  he comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).
Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew or
come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your inten;on.

Our Mission
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through His Word and Sacraments, 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share this Bread of Life with our 
community.

Contact Details
Pastor: Pastor MaRhew Bishop
Email: maR.bishop@lca.org.au

Office Phone:  9276 7668

Welcome
We pray God’s joy and comfort will be yours this Christmas season as
you receive God’s blessing in worship. If you would like to talk further 
concerning faith in Christ or about the Church, please speak with our 
Pastor or one of our members. Visitors are warmly invited to stay a[er 
worship for a cuppa with our members, and also to sign our visitor’s book 
in the foyer.

————————————————————————————————
All items for the ‘Bethlehem Bulle;n’, please email to Lorraine

(bulle;n.morley.wa@lca.org.au) by Wednesday a[ernoon.

 

29 Robinson Rd, Morley
December 22, 24, 25 & 29th, 2019

      4th Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve/Day & 
      1st Sunday aLer Christmas

Worship
Sundays at 9:30am

Sunday School at 9:45am - Dec 22nd

  Please retain bulle;n
           up to Dec 29th



For the fourth Sunday of Advent the theme is ‘Mary the mother of God’.  We hear the 
Gospel from Luke 1:26-48 rather than MaEhew 1:18-25 which is normally assigned.  
Instead of Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 we will use the Song of Mary (the Magnificat) of Luke 
1:46b-55.  This will be in the form of the song ’Tell out my soul’ LHS #903.  The relevant 
parts of Psalm 80 have been retained in this bulleXn for your devoXonal meditaXon.  
 

Entry Psalm: Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19.                   4th Sunday of Advent
Leader:  Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.
People:  You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth before 
Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
Awaken your might; come and save us.
Restore us, O God;  make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.
How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder against the prayers of
your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears
by the bowlful.
You have made us an object of derision to our neighbours, and our enemies 
mock us.
Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.
Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have
raised up for yourself.
Then we will not turn away from you;  revive us, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, Lord God Almighty;  make your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved.
Sermon Synopsis:  ’Mary the mother of God’.  The fourth and final advent theme we 
consider this year concerns Mary, Jesus’ mother.  I’ve decided to go with how the 
Lutheran Confessions refer to her as ‘Mary the Mother God’ (it’s in the book of 
Concord).*  It might surprise you the Lutheran wri;ngs refer to Mary this way.  A[er all, 
we don’t pray to Mary as we know we can go directly to Jesus (1 John 2:1; Mark 15:38).  
We don’t have statues of her… they were seen as at best a distrac;on to where our focus 
needs to be.  So isn’t Mary the mother of God way over the top?  Not if you want to 
make the point in the strongest possible way that Jesus is both true man and true God, 
and so that if we want to be assured that God really is for us, then we need look no 
further than  what we hear and see of Jesus: living, dying and rising for us.  Also here in 
this place today as all of God as we receive him in the body and blood of the bread and 
wine at the Lord’s Supper.  It's always a good ;me to remember this; no less so than 
when we remember God coming in human form in the the infant Jesus at Christmas: 
‘conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary’. 
*Specifically, paragraph 12 of Epitome, Ar;cle VIII, Person of Christ in the Formula of 
Concord in the Book of Concord or 'Epit 8, 12’ for the purists!  
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Please remember in your prayers
Ill or healing members and friends

•    Tristram Van Rooyen, Anneliese Sitarz, Carmen Lawson, Roslyn Zadow, Johanna 
                      Videmanis, Barb Bishop  and Carl Biar.
Members and friends facing challenging circumstances

•     Margaret and Ernst Klenner, the Zadow Family, Kea Dube, the Stanton Family and 
                      Mick and Milka Hauser (faculty family, Mar;n Luther Seminary, lae PNG)& Baby M.

     • Thanksgiving that God became fully human in Jesus so that what Jesus did for
            us is of God (Romans 1:3-4)
     • Thanksgiving that God through Jesus has iden;fied en;rely with what it is to 
            be human and therefore delivers us from all that separates us from God  
            (Isaiah 7:14)
     • That as with Mary we accept the Lord’s will for us and serve him
            enthusias;cally (Luke 1:38)
     • For good government that waits on the Lord and for a just and peaceful society
            free from war, terrorism and domes;c violence (Psalm 80:3) 
     • That all who aRend Christmas services at Bethlehem may experience 'God 
            with us’ (MaRhew 1:22)
     • Blessing for our children as they learn and present their Christmas Eve program
            (Luke 1:48)
     • Thanksgiving to God and all who served at Carols on the Corner, and 
            reassurance in the fact that the Word of the Lord does not fail (Luke 1:37)
     • God’s grace and peace for all who suffer at this ;me, including through natural
            disaster, illness, indifference, grief, unemployment, hunger and dissa;sfac;on
            with life (Ps 80:19; Rms 1:7; Luke 1:49)

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray for God to be with us. 
Thank you, loving heavenly Father, for coming with power to the Virgin Mary
and making her the mother of our Lord.  Come to us with your Holy Spirit,
so that we receive your saving word and rejoice in our Saviour. For he lives 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

Scripture Readings:
Isaiah 7:10-16  A virgin will conceive 
Romans 1:1-7  Jesus, Son of David, Son of God
Luke 1: 26-48            The birth of Jesus is announced
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 Thanks to everyone who assisted with Carols on the
 Corner this past Tuesday 17 December.  In par;cular,
 Emma Down and Mike and Serica Yurisich have been
 toiling away in the background for months to bring
 the many aspects of this great night together.  We 
 received extremely complimentary feedback from 
 all who aRended and presented, including the Weld 
 Square Primary School and the Balga Community 
 Band.  Thanks be to God for what was done this night 

by all of you.  'Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things’ 
Psalm 98:1.

       Pastor MaR, Mel and family pray for you a blessed Christmas
       and an enjoyable start to the New Year.  If you have some 
                 ;me off work or regular rou;ne we pray that you may be 
       rejuvenated through using God's gi[ of ;me well. ‘Let the 
       heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, 
       and all that is within it’ Psalm 96:11.  

          
Some quotes on the incarna&on – that God became human in Jesus:

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  John 1:1–5 (NIV) 

‘I believe that Jesus Christ – true God, Son of the Father from eternity, and true man, born of the 
Virgin Mary – is my Lord…’  
Luther’s explana;on to the second ar;cle of the Apostle’s Creed in the Small Catechism. 

F Dale Bruner writes of verse 3-5 above: ‘…we learn that the Word is not only divine but is also 

the agent of both the world’s crea;on and the world’s salva;on.  Here this salva;on is called the 

world’s “Life,” and its revela;on the world’s “Light”.  We even get in;ma;ons in this compact 

paragraph of how this saving Life and Light came classically into effect and view — in the 

Crucifixion (“the darkness did not put it out”) and in the conjoined Resurrec;on (“this Light 

shines on in the darkness”).  This Light con;nues to “shine on” in the faithful witness to Jesus 

Christ by his embaRled, crucified and constantly resurrected Church.’ 

p6, Bruner, F D, 2012.  The Gospel of John: a commentary, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, MI

The Word Became Flesh (John 1:1–18)  - wordsearch

S L I F E S I C O M E S
U B E U C E E O C A L H
D J U L B E E N H D T C
W O R L D N B C I E L V
A H G R A C E E L T O E
O N L Y R A B R D E W O
W O R D K M E N R S I L
G I V E N E L I E T T I
L T L B E G I N N I N G
O R N B S S E G D F E H
R U A O S M V I A Y S T
Y T M R E C E I V E S B
J H E N F A T H E R A O

BEEN BEGINNING BELIEVE  BORN CAME CHILDREN  COMES  CONCERNING  DARKNESS  
FATHER FULL GIVEN  GLORY GRACE  JOHN   LIFE  LIGHT MADE  NAME  ONLY  RECEIVE  
SEEN  TESTIFY  TRUTH  WITNESS  WORD  WORLD 

***************************************************************************

‘Incarna;on is both one of the most shocking and most appealing reali;es in all of Chris;an 

imagina;on and language.  It is shocking because it offends opinion to picture that God, the 

limitless and boundless Other, the Creator of billions of galaxies, the perfec;on of love, 

should take on the life of baby in the Christmas story, the dying criminal in the Good Friday 

story, and the one raised not as a phantom but as a “spiritual body”.  If it is shocking, it is 

appealing, because the incarna;on, God’s taking on of form like ours, makes God accessible, 

available, and approachable’. 

p48, Marty, Mar;n E, 2007.  Lutheran QuesXons, Lutheran Answers: Exploring ChrisXan 

Faith, Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, MN.  
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First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7      Christmas Eve
Leader: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
People: on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
You have enlarged the naon and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when
dividing the plunder.
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shaered the yoke that burdens them, 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
Every warrior’s boot used in ba,le and every garment rolled in blood will be
des&ned for burning, will be fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasng Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
estavlishing and upholding it with jus&ce and righteousness from that &me on and 
forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

 Epistle reading: Titus 3:4-7 
 Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-14 

 Prayer points: 
 As is customary on Christmas eve, tonight's prayer will be a call for the peace of the
 Christ child to be in the hearts of all: from each person to every na;on and their leaders.
 We will especially pray for those devastated by unpeaceful and violent acts in the past 
 year. 

 Tonight the children are performing the Christmas skit ‘New Star’ wriRen by 
 Sharon Kay Chatwell.  Thank you to all the Bethlehem Sunday School teachers,  
 helpers and children who have put so much energy into this year’s children’s  
 produc&on.

 Special thanks to the musicians serving over Christmas and leading our songs 
 of thanks and praise to the Lord.  ‘Let everything that has breath praise the 
 Lord’  Psalm 150:6 

Entry Psalm: Psalm 97:         Christmas Day
Leader:  The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 
People:  Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and jus&ce
are the founda&on of his throne. 
Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side. 
His lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth. 
The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. 
All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols—worship 
him, all you gods!
Zion hears and rejoices and the villages of Judah are glad because of your 
judgments, O LORD. 
For you, O LORD, are the Most High over all the earth; you are exalted far above 
all gods.
Let those who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful 
ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart.
Rejoice in the LORD, you who are righteous, and praise his holy name. 

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray that we shine as lights in the world. 
Thank you, loving Father, for filling the world with the new light of your Word 
who became a human being.  Keep the flame of faith and love burning in our 
hearts and shining in our lives.  For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Scripture Readings:
Isaiah 52:7-10            The salva;on of our God
Hebrews 1:1-12             God speaks to us through his Son
John 1: 1-18            The eternal Word has become a human being
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 Sermon Synopsis:  God’s protec&ve hand… Jesus’s life was threatened on more than   
 one occasion.  In today’s sermon text of MaRhew 2:13-23 we’ll look at the first ;me it 
 was threatened whereby a jealous King Herod gave the horrendous order to kill all the 
 babies in and around Bethlehem that were two years or under.  What do you think the 
 shepherds of the fields of Bethlehem who heard the angelic chorus proclaiming peace 
 thought of this?  Maybe a liRle confused.  No doubt they were in grief if it were their
 own children slaughtered - we don’t know if they had children and they were among
 the slaughtered innocent, but they may have. One thing is for certain: Jesus’ entry into 
the world certainly unseRled things.  Yet in the wicked cruelty of Herod are we not 
reminded why we need Christ?  And in God's protec;on of Jesus, that God is indeed 
sovereign and will not have his plan thwarted?  

PRAYER POINTS

     • Thanksgiving for Jesus who made like us in everyday in order that he might 
            become a merciful and faithful high priest in whom we can ow trusyul all the 
            protec;on we need in life (Hebrews 2:17)
     • That Christ’s church may be nourished and con;nued through all who serve in
            the church (Isaiah 63:7)
     • God's nurture for all on the fringes on society, including through using Christ's 
            church to alleviate suffering (Hebrews 2:18) 
     • That all the children of Gods church may grow in his protec;on and wisdom 
            (MaRhew 2:13, 20-23)
     • For God’s mercy and hearts of tenderness for all in conflict or hos;lity, including 
            families, congrega;ons and churches (Isaiah 63:8))
     • That God would defend and protect all living under tyrannical leadership and give
            his churches wisdom and strength to address these situa;ons with such 
            governments and situa;ons (MaRhew 2:13) 
     • Safety for who travel at this ;me (Psalm 121:8) 
     • God’s protec;on, care and sustaining for all who weep, have lost children or are
            oppressed by disease, sin and addic;on (Hebrews 2:14-15)

Please remember in your prayers

Ill or healing members and friends
•    Tristram Van Rooyen, Anneliese Sitarz, Carmen Lawson, Roslyn Zadow, Johanna 

                      Videmanis, Barb Bishop  and Carl Biar.
Members and friends facing challenging circumstances

•     Margaret and Ernst Klenner, the Zadow Family, Kea Dube, the Stanton Family and 
                      Mick and Milka Hauser (faculty family, Mar;n Luther Seminary, lae PNG) & Baby M.

Entry Psalm: Psalm 148        First Sunday aher Christmas
Leader: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
Praise the Lord!
All his angels; all his host! 
Praise the Lord
Sun and moon; and all you shining stars! 
Praise the Lord!
You highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
Praise the Lord!
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. He 
established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
Praise the Lord!
You sea monsters and all deeps! 
Praise the Lord!
Fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
Praise the Lord!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
Praise the Lord!
Wild animals and all caEle, creeping things and flying birds! 
Praise the Lord!
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
Praise the Lord!
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
Praise the Lord!
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above 
earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for
the people of Israel who are close to him. 
Praise the Lord! 
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray that we may love one another as God has loved us. 
Lord, help us, in all our dealings with one another, to be subject to you, the Father of 
all. May we follow the pa,ern of your Son, Jesus Christ, who was obedient to your will, 
and gave up his life for us. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen.  

Scripture Readings:
Isaiah 63: 7-9 The kindness of the Lord
Hebrews 2: 10-18 Jesus, our brother, pioneer of salva;on
MaRhew 2: 13-23 The escape into Egypt
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  Don't forget our short but special prayer and Lord's Supper
  service at 5pm New Years Eve to thank the Lord for the
  blessings of 2019 and go in the Lord’s favour in the
  year ahead.



  Don't forget our short but special prayer and Lord's Supper
  service at 5pm New Years Eve to thank the Lord for the
  blessings of 2019 and go in the Lord’s favour in the
  year ahead.



                                Ques&ons about a,ending Holy Communion in
                                                  the Lutheran Church?
                                         ‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
                                          Christ given with bread and wine, ins;tuted by Christ himself
                                          for us Chris;ans to eat and drink.’
Come to this sacrament:
- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;
- as a bap;sed believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives - his true body and blood with the
  bread and wine; and,
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ un;l
  he comes (1 Corinthians 11:26).
Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew or
come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your inten;on.

Our Mission
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through His Word and Sacraments, 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share this Bread of Life with our 
community.

Contact Details
Pastor: Pastor MaRhew Bishop
Email: maR.bishop@lca.org.au

Office Phone:  9276 7668

Welcome
We pray God’s joy and comfort will be yours this Christmas season as
you receive God’s blessing in worship. If you would like to talk further 
concerning faith in Christ or about the Church, please speak with our 
Pastor or one of our members. Visitors are warmly invited to stay a[er 
worship for a cuppa with our members, and also to sign our visitor’s book 
in the foyer.

————————————————————————————————
All items for the ‘Bethlehem Bulle;n’, please email to Lorraine

(bulle;n.morley.wa@lca.org.au) by Wednesday a[ernoon.

 

WORSHIP SERVICE

Second  Sunday aLer Christmas - Jan 5th 

Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-14, Ephesians 1:3-14, John 1:10-18
Flowers:
Cleaners:

     Visit us on the web at:  morley.wa.lca.org.au
     Bookings: email us at   bookings.morley.wa@lca.org.au

COMING UP OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS
Sunday 22nd 9:30am Bethlehem Worship + Sunday School
Tuesday 24th 6:30pm Christmas Eve Family Worship
Wednesday 25th 9:30am Christmas Day  Worship 
Sunday 29th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
Tuesday 31st 5:00pm New Year’s Eve prayer & Lord’s Supper
Sunday Jan 5th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship

http://morley.wa.lca.org.au
mailto:bookings.morley.wa@lca.org.au



