
Contact Details 
Pastor:- Pastor Ma�hew Bishop 
Email: ma�.bishop@lca.org.au 

Office Phone:  9276 7668  

Worship: 
Sundays at 9.30am 

Sunday School at 9:45am—Sept 1st & 15th 

Our Mission 
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through  

 His Word and Sacraments, Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share 
this Bread of Life with our community. 

29 Robinson Rd, Morley 
 September 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd, 2019 

  Twel�h—Fi�eenth Sunday’s a�er Pentecost  

Welcome  
We pray God's joy and comfort will be yours this day as you receive 
God's blessing in worship. If you would like to talk further concerning 
faith in Christ or about  the Church, please contact our Pastor. Visitors 
are warmly invited to stay a�er worship for a cuppa with our members, 
and also to sign our visitor's book in the foyer.    

Please retain for the 4 Sundays 

mailto:.bishop@lca.org.au


Entry Psalm:  Psalm 81: 10-16    September 1st 
Leader:   "Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good; his love is eternal!"  
Repeat these words in praise to the LORD, all you whom he has saved. 
People:   "Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good; his love is eternal!" 
He has rescued you from your enemies and has brought you back from 
foreign countries, from east and west, from north and south. 
"Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good; his love is eternal!" 
Some wandered in the trackless desert and could not find their way to a city 
to live in. They were hungry and thirsty and had given up all hope. Then in 
their trouble they called to the LORD, and he saved them from their distress. 
He led them by a straight road to a city where they could live. 
"Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good; his love is eternal!" 
We must thank the LORD for his constant love, for the wonderful things he did 
for us. He sa�sfies those who are thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. 
"Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good; his love is eternal!" 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray for humility.  
Jesus, our self-giving Saviour, teach us to be like you. Make us humble and 
ready to put the needs of others before our own. For you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  
 

Scripture Readings: 
Jeremiah 2:4-13   God accuses Israel of turning away from him 
Hebrews 13:1-8,15,16  Obliga�ons in community, home, and church 
Luke 14:1,7-14   Humility and hospitality  
 
 
 
    DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday  2nd Romans 11:13-24 

Tuesday 3rd Romans 11:25-363 

Wednesday  4th Romans 12:1-8  

Thursday  5th Romans 12:9-21 

Friday  6th Romans 13:1-7 

Saturday  7th Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 



Prayer  Points 
¨ That we may love confidently in the freedom of the Gospel using and 

deligh�ng in God’s law as the standard to test our free decisions 
(Hebrews 13:1; Gal 5:1-13). 

¨ For the leaders of the church, its pastors, pastoral assistants, that together we may 
       provide examples of true humility and holy living.   
¨ For all in posi�ons of prominence, including our country's poli�cians.  Guard them 

against sinful pride and arrogance.  
¨ For refugees and all who are strangers to us.  Open us to welcome them and to share 

with them what you have given us.   
¨ For marriage between a man & woman, that it may be honoured by all, and that homes 

may be safe and sustaining places for children.(Ma�19:1-9). 
¨ Safety and joy for Lorraine as she travels and thanksgiving for the work of our  
       Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council (2 Tim 1:3). 
¨ for those who do not have enough of the things of this life.  Spread the good things of 

the earth to them, and move us all to generous giving. 
 

Lorraine Schutz, our ever helpful and diligent bulle�n preparer, and Secretary of the  
congrega�on is taking a few weeks away.  Hence this four weekend bulle�n.  Please note 
that there may be some changes to the prayer points and sermon themes from what is 
printed here.  A�er all, our God speaks to us in the here and now, in the changes and adjust-
ments of daily congrega�onal life, even as ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
forever’ (Hebrews 13:8) 

  
A standard for the redeemed of God - Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16. The 
sermon today will con�nue with the le�er to the Hebrews.  Having 
seen last week how Divine Service is nothing less than ascending 
the heavenly Mt Zion, today we look at the very next sec�on to see 
what direc�on God sets for us as his ‘holy' people in the �me be-

tween services.  We are in the territory of what Lutheran’s call the ’third’ use of the 
law.  Here God sets a course of life for his redeemed.  This quote puts it well:  
‘We seek to obey God’s instruc�ons simply because we want to live his life and do 
what he wants…This doesn’t mean our Chris�an freedom is curtailed. 
Chris�ans do have the freedom to decide what God wants them to do ‘insofar as 
they are reborn’… and to make their decisions totally in faith to God. But because 
’the ba�le between spirit and flesh’ clings to them ‘down to the grave’ … they can 
s�ll make serious mistakes and act against God’s will.  So they need a standard by 
which to test their free decisions, ‘a sure guide’ by which they can ‘orient and con-
duct their en�re life’… therefore Chris�ans need to listen very closely to God’s will 
in the Ten Commandments and especially the admoni�ons of the New Testament’  
(p95, One in the Gospel: The Formula of Concord for Our Day, 2015  third and 
revised edi�on by Friedemann Hebart, Australian Church Resources, Clovelly 
Park).  Hebrews 13 is part of the said ‘admoni�ons of the New Testament’.  We  
remember that it starts: ‘Let mutual love con�nue’ (verse 1). 



 Entry Psalm:  Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18    September 8th 
Leader:  Lord, you have examined me and you know me. 
People:  You know everything I do;  from far away you understand all my 
thoughts. 
You see me, whether I am working or res�ng;  you know all my ac�ons. 
Even before I speak, you already know what I will say. 
You are all round me on every side;  you protect me with your power. 
Your knowledge of me is too deep;  it is beyond my understanding. 
You created every part of me;  you put me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you because you are to be feared;  all you do is strange and  
wonderful.  I know it with all my heart. 
When my bones were being formed, carefully put together in my mother’s 
womb, when I was growing there in secret, you knew that I was there - 
You saw me before I was born.  The days allo�ed to me had all been 
recorded in your book, before any of them ever began. 
O God, how difficult I find your thoughts;  how many of them there are! 
If I counted them, they would be more than the grains of sand.  When I 
awake, I am s�ll with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray that we follow Jesus.  
Jesus, our light and life, make us ready to turn away from everything else 
that claims our allegiance, and follow you as our only Saviour. For you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings: 
Jeremiah 18:1-11  The po�er      
Philemon 1-21    A personal appeal to Philemon   
Luke 14:25-33    The cost of being a disciple 

Monday  9th Romans 13:8-14 

Tuesday 10th Romans 14:1-12 

Wednesday  11th Romans 14:13-23  

Thursday  12th Romans 15:1-13 

Friday  13th Romans 15:14-24 

Saturday  14th Psalm 14 



Prayer  Points 
¨ Thanksgiving that Christ sets us free from slavery to sin 

(Ma� 11:28) 
¨ That God would reshape us to be his willing agents of reconcilia�on 

(Philemon v 9,17). 
¨ For all who are enslaved in all the world's forms of slavery and abuse 

(Philemon v 4,10). 
¨ That all in the LCA may be agent's of the Lord's peace and grow in their 
     understanding of the Word and Christ's grace (Philemon v6). 
¨ Protec�on and good learning for organisers, presenters and par�cipants at 

next weekend’s LYWA Leadership Retreat (Psalm 139:17). 
¨ For God's mercy and comfort for all who are sick, mourning, facing surgery 

or anxious (Philemon v25).   
 
 

'Cost surveying' in the Chris�an life - Luke 14:25-33.  This 
text contains a number of difficult sayings from Jesus and 
poten�ally challenging conceptual connec�ons about 
what it costs to be his disciple.  The cost is high:  ha�ng 
even life itself (v26), picking up our cross (v27) and giving 
up all of possessions (v33).  God’s grace delivered to us 
through the Holy Spirit delivering Christ’s gi�s to us  

provides the only encouraging way to think this through that I know of.  We 
make costly living much harder when we allow the flesh to cling! 
  
 
 
 
Re�ring Offering 
Many of you will know and delight in some of Robin Mann’s music - see the All 
Together series of books.  Recently Robin turned 70.  Therefore, over the  
weekends of September 8, 15 and 22 Church Council is opera�ng a re�ring 
offering so that we can send Robin a gi� of apprecia�on for the way he has 
brought us Christ through his music.  The collec�on is over three weekends to 
allow for the fact that not everyone is able to get here each weekend -  
obviously you just support this once if you are led to do so!   



Entry Psalm:  Psalm 14              September 15th 
Leader:  Fools say to themselves, “There is no God.”  They are all corrupt,  
and they have done terrible things;  there is no one who does what is right. 
People:  The Lord looks down from heaven at mankind to see if there are 
any who are wise, any who worship him. 
But they have all gone wrong;  they are all equally bad.  Not one of them 
does what is right, not a single one. 
“Don’t they know?” asks the Lord. “Are all these evildoers ignorant?  
They live by robbing my people, and they never pray to me.” 
But then they will be terrified, for God is with those who obey him. 
Evildoers frustrate the plans of the humble man, but the Lord is his  
protec�on. 
How I pray that victory will come to Israel from Zion. 
How happy the people of Israel will be when the Lord makes them  
prosperous again! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray that we show compassion to others.  
Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, thank you that like a shepherd you search 
for those who are lost, to bring them safely home to God. Give us the same 
care and concern for others as you have shown for us. For you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings: 
Jeremiah 4:11,12,22-28 The coming destruc�on of Judah and Jerusalem 
1 Timothy 1:12-17   Gra�tude for God's mercy  
Luke 15:1-10    The lost sheep and the lost coin 
 
 
    DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Monday  16th Romans 15:25-33 

Tuesday 17th Romans 16:1-16 

Wednesday  18th Romans 16:17-27  

Thursday  19th 1 Samuel 1:1-20 

Friday 20th 1 Samuel 1:21-2:11 

Saturday  21st Psalm 79:1-9 



Prayer  Points 
¨ Thanksgiving to God for his display of pa�ence and the 

Spirit’s gi� of pa�ence (Ex 34:6-8; Gal 5:22a). 
¨ That we remember God's pa�ence to us and are  
     strengthened to demonstrate that same pa�ence to our brothers and  
     sisters in Christ (1 Tim 1:16/Gal 6:2).  
¨ Thanksgiving for God's son Jesus Christ who has come to seek and save the 

lost (Luke 15:1-10; 1 Tim 1:15). 
¨ That we seek the lost with Christ's gospel with the same despera�on the 

woman sought her lost coin (Luke 15:8).  
¨ That God's word of truth will speak to all blasphemers and persecutors of 

Christ (Heb 4:12/1 Tim 1:14). 
¨ For God's truth to be upheld in the LCA and error to be reformed  
     (1 Tim 4:1-6). 
¨ For effec�veness in Australian Lutheran World Services aid and  
     humanitarian work (Psalm 82:3-4). 
¨ God's mercy, comfort and peace on all who suffer from illness, rejec�on, 

grief, unemployment and exclusion (Psalm 130:1-2). 
 
 
 

 
More �me than we think we have - 1 Timothy 1:12-17. 
In today’s text St Paul wri�ng to ‘young’ Pastor Timothy 
gives a candid, unfla�ering biography of himself.  Here is 
its trough and subsequent upward trajectory:  ’The  
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 
am the foremost.  But for that very reason I received 

mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 
pa�ence, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him 
for eternal life’ (1 Tim 1:15-16).   
Today we’ll take a look at God's pa�ence with us as individuals and his church 
collec�vely.  It can really help us apply the love and grace of the gospel  
generously to situa�ons, no more so then when we start to grasp how we 
ourselves have benefi�ed from God’s pa�ence. 
 
 



Entry Psalm:  Psalm 79:1-9                  September 22nd 
Leader:  O God, the heathen have invaded your land.  They have desecrated 
your holy Temple and le� Jerusalem in ruins. 
People:  They le� the bodies of your people for the vultures, the bodies 
of your servants for wild animals to eat. 
They shed your people’s blood like water;  blood flowed like water all 
through Jerusalem, and no one was le� to bury the dead. 
The surrounding na�ons insult us;  they laugh at us and mock us. 
Lord, will you be angry with us for ever?  Will your anger con�nue to burn 
like fire? 
Turn your anger on the na�ons that do not worship you, on the people 
who do not pray to you. 
For they have killed your people;  they have ruined your country. 
Do not punish us for the sins of our ancestors.  Have mercy on us now;  
we have lost all hope. 
Help us, O God, and save us;  rescue us and forgive our sins for the sake of 
your own honour 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray that we serve only God.  
Faithful God, your Son teaches us that we cannot serve two masters. 
Keep us from being led astray by greed or possessions, and help us to 
dedicate our lives to you as our one true treasure. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen  

 

Scripture Readings: 
Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1  Jeremiah mourns for the people   
1 Timothy 2:1-7   The church is to pray for all people  
Luke 16:1-13   The parable of the shrewd manager 
 
 Monday  23rd 1 Samuel 2:12-26 

Tuesday 24th 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

Wednesday  25th 1 Samuel 4:1-11  

Thursday  26th 1 Samuel 4:12-22 

Friday  27th 1 Samuel 7:2-17 

Saturday  28th Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 



Prayer  Points 
¨ Thanksgiving for Jesus Christ the one mediator between God 

and humankind, who gave his life as a ransom for all people 
      (1 Tim 2:5). 
¨ 'For kings and all those in authority, that we may lead quiet and peaceable 

lives'    (1 Tim 2:1-2). 
¨ That parents will use their authority to bring their children up well, especially to 

fear, love and trust the Lord (Psalm 111:10). 
¨ For all who have suffered from the abuse of authority (Isaiah 40:1). 
¨ Blessing and joy in the fellowship we will share with Hope Lutheran Church 

Geraldton as our pastor and some Bethlehem families travel up for our 
      annual fellowship weekend (Romans 15:29). 
¨ For Fred Styants as he prepares to lead worship on Sunday 29 September while 

Pastor Ma� is at Geraldton (1 Tim 4:22). 
¨ For the sick, troubled, stressed, grieving and bi�er amongst us (Luke 4:40).  
 
             Please remember in your prayers 

 

   Ill or healing members and friends  

¨ Tristram Van  Rooyen, Anneliese Sitarz, Carmen Lawson, Roslyn Zadow,  
      Johanna Videmanis, Barb Bishop, Carl Biar, Michael Walton (Lay Reader at Hope 
      Lutheran Church Geraldton) and those preferring to remain  anonymous— God  
      knows their needs 
  Members and friends facing challenging circumstances 
¨ Margaret and Ernst Klenner, the Zadow family, Kea Dube , the Stanton Family and 

Mick and Milka Hauser (Faculty family, Mar�n Luther Seminary, Lae PNG)  
 

Shrewd, dishonest or dodgy? - Luke 16:1-13.  I’ve wondered a lot 
about the parable of the so-called shrewd manager and some of 
its sayings.  A�er finding out he is going to be sacked, the dodgy 
manager sells his boss’s property cheaply to his master's debtors 
hoping to earn their favour for his �me of unemployment.  His 
master commends him!!!  Moreover, Jesus says: ‘...make friends 
by means of dishonest wealth (mammon) so that when it is gone, 
they may welcome you into eternal homes’ (Luke 16:9, NRSV).  No 

wonder this is certainly a text with a long history and prevalence of conjecture.* 
Sounds like a great preaching challenge.  What’s its point and how does it help us to 
receive Christ?  I guess we’ll all find out together.  In the mean�me this is also an 
invita�on to you to let me know what your reading tells you and what you think. I look 
forward to hearing from you. *(The la�er part - verses 10-13 -  on being faithful in a 
li�le and also not being able to serve twin masters of God and wealth seems a li�le 
surer to interpret!) 



 Have you marked your calendar! 
       
       Geraldton Family weekend 28-29 Sept 2019:   
God willing, as with previous years, I will be 
leading Divine Service that weekend at our partner 
congrega�on Hope Lutheran Church Geraldton. 
All our members and friends are invited for a weekend 
of fellowship and mutual support in Christ with the  
congrega�on of Hope Geraldton.  Already a few have 
told me they intend to a�end. Is it possible for you to 
come along too? Help with accommoda�on and 
transport  is probably possible if you advise ahead. 

 
 (As usual, there will be a reading Service at Bethlehem that weekend.) 
 
 
       Ladies Fellowship Breakfast  
         Saturday October 5th 
    8:30am 

 
 
 
 



 
Word Search Puzzle—Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

from www.geoci�es.com/lec�onarypuzzles/ 
 

 F R O M O U R N T E A R S R P T G 
H E A R T T N I G H T C D E H H I 
L A N D M I G H T C R Y I S Y E L 
A N H W I D E A N G E R S T S I E 
F O U N T A I N W I T H M O I R A 
P T R S P R I N G O N E A R C O D 
O B T T H E Y E N D E D Y E I F D 
O E H L P I D O L S G W R D A P J 
R E E O A W H Y F O R E I G N R E 
M N N R S J O Y H K H E U P S O R 
H E A D T H A T E I O P P E U V E 
T H A R V E S T A N L A O O M O M 
H A V E S M A N L G D R N P M K I 
E R B A L M V R T A K E N L E E A 
R K I M A G E S H F W E R E R D H 
E Y E S I B D V D A Y G R I E F A 
S I C K N W A T E R M Y Z I O N S 

 
Word List 

 
 PHYSICIAN    RESTORED    PROVOKED    JEREMIAH    FOUNTAIN    HARVEST    

FOREIGN    SUMMER    SPRING    PEOPLE    IMAGES    HEALTH    GILEAD         
DISMAY    WATER    THERE    THEIR    TEARS    TAKEN    SLAIN    SAVED    NIGHT    
MOURN    MIGHT    IDOLS    HEART    GRIEF    ENDED    ANGER    ZION    WITH    
WIDE    WERE    WEEP    UPON    THEY    THEN    THAT    SICK    POOR    PAST    
NRSV    LORD    LAND    KING    HURT    HOLD    HEAD    HAVE    HARK    GONE    

FROM    EYES    BEEN    BALM    WHY    NOT    JOY    HAS    FAR    DAY    CRY    
ARE    SO    OF    MY    AM 



Ques�ons about a�ending Holy Communion in  
  the Lutheran Church? 
‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ given with bread and wine, ins�tuted by Christ himself 
for us Chris�ans to eat and drink.’  

Come to this sacrament: 
- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;  
- as a bap�sed believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;  
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives — his true body and blood 
 with the bread and wine; and, 
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ un�l  
  he comes(1 Corinthians 11:26). 

Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew or 
come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your  inten�on. 
 
                           COMING UP OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
Sunday 1st 9:30am Bethlehem Worship + Sunday School 
Sunday 8th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
Sunday 15th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship + Sunday School 
Friday 20th 6-8:30pm Youth—Bowling  
Sunday 22nd 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
Wednesday 25th 7:00pm Church Council mee�ng  
Sunday 29th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship (Geraldton W/end) 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE  
 

Sixteenth Sunday a�er Pentecost  —Sept 29th (green) 
 
Readings:   Jeremiah 32:1-3a,6-15, 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31   
Flowers:     Margaret K 
Cleaners:    Zadow  Family 
 ———————————————————————————–——————–— 

All Items  for the “Bethlehem Bulle�n”, please email to Lorraine 
(bulle�n.morley.wa@lca.org.au )  by Wednesday a�ernoon. 

Visit us on the Web at: morley.wa.lca.org.au  
Bookings: email us at  bookings.morley.wa@lca.org.au   

mailto:n.morley.wa@lca.org.au
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