
29 Robinson Rd, Morley 
 December 2nd, 2018 

 First Sunday of Advent 

Contact Details 
Pastor: Pastor Ma�hew Bishop 
Email:  ma�.bishop@lca.org.au 

Office Phone:  9276 7668  

Welcome 
Worship blessings in Christ as you gather here today to receive God's good 
things. If you would like to talk further concerning faith in Christ or about 
the Church, please contact our Pastor or one of our lay-assistants. Visitors 

are warmly invited to stay a�er worship for a cuppa with our members, 
and also to sign our  visitor's book in the foyer.  

Worship: 
Sundays at 9.30am 

Sunday School at 9:45am:  
On Today 

 

Our Mission 
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through  

 His Word and Sacraments, Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share 
this Bread of Life with our community. 

mailto:.bishop@lca.org.au


Entry Psalm:   Psalm 25:1-10  
Leader:  To you, O Lord, I offer my prayer;  in you, my God, I trust.  Save me 
from the shame of defeat;  don’t let my enemies gloat over me! 
People:  Defeat does not come to those who trust in you, but to those 
who are quick to rebel against you. 
Teach me your ways, O Lord;  make them known to me. 
Teach me to live according to your truth, for you are my God, who saves 
me. I always trust in you. 
Remember, O Lord, your kindness and constant love which you have shown 
from long ago. 
Forgive the sins and errors of my youth.  In your constant love and good-
ness, remember me, Lord! 
Because the Lord is righteous and good, he teaches sinners the path they 
should follow. 
He leads the humble in the right way and teaches them his will. 
With faithfulness and love he leads all who keep his covenant and obey his 
commands. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray that we remain alert for the coming of the Lord. 
Jesus, Son of God, you have promised to return at a �me that no one 
knows. Keep us watchful in prayer and strong in faith as we wait for you 
to come. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen  
 

Scripture Readings: 
Jeremiah 33:14-16  
  A righteous descendant of David as king 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
   May God con�nue to bless you 
Luke 21:25-36  
  Signs of the end of the age 
 
 



 
Prayer Points        
 

¨ Thanksgiving for the certainty of 
hope we have in Christ (Jeremiah 33:16).  

¨ That God will keep us alert and watchful in all things abounding in love for 
one another and for all (1 Thess 3:11) 

¨ That we not be weighed down by the things of this world, but praying in all 
things (Luke 21:34-36) 

¨ For all na�ons and those who govern them that they do so God-pleasingly 
and wisely (Jeremiah 33:15) 

¨ God's guidance and joy for prepara�ons and all who  will a�end Bethle-
hem's Christmas events (Psalm 127:1).    

¨ Relief for those affected by drought and poverty (Psalm 25:6) 
¨ God's gracious and healing presence for those who mourn, weep, suffer or 

struggle with prosperity (1 Thess 3:13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Please remember in your prayers 
¨  Ill or healing members and friends:  Tristram Van Rooyen, Elfriede 

Kaszanski,  Anneliese Sitarz and Carmen Lawson.  
¨ Members and friends facing challenging circumstances: 
    Margaret and Ernst Klenner, the Zadow family. 
      
 
     Daily Bible Readings 

Monday 3rd James 1: 16 - 27 

Tuesday  4th James 2: 1-13 

Wednesday 5th James 2: 14-26 

Thursday  6th James 3:1-12 

Friday  7th James 3: 13-4:12 

Saturday Dec 8th Luke 1:68-79 



Certain hope.  For the four Sunday's of Advent this 
year I'll be basing the sermons on Advent candle 
themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. There's nothing 
in Scripture that tells us to have an Advent wreath or 
Advent candles.  But neither is there anything wrong 
with various customs that help us to focus on God and 

the blessings God brings us… unless we make a law of them!  By the way, as 
all the themes are deeply Biblical concepts they all connect strongly with the 
various readings that have been chosen for the Advent season by the editors 
of the Revised Common Lec�onary (see below).  So this week we look at 
Hope.  In par�cular, how hope for Chris�ans is not just a maybe or possible, 
but the expression of something quite certain.  Hope is certain because of 
whom it is based on: Jesus Christ, as told by the prophet Jeremiah in todays 
OT reading... 'In those days and at that �me I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute jus�ce and righteousness in the 
land' (Jer 33:15).   
 

Advent evening:  While the morning sermon will tell of the certainty of hope 
we have in Christ, we will wait un�l tonight's advent Tea to light the first  
candle in the Advent Wreath.  See separate no�ce for arrangements re  
community dinner etc.   
 

At this morning's service we will pray God's blessing over Lorraine Schutz as 
she takes up the role of Secretary of Bethlehem Lutheran Church Morley.  
Thanks be to God for Lorraine as she takes on this vital role, and indeed, has 
already made a flying start over the past few mee�ngs . 
 

Year C and Luke:  Being the first Sunday of Advent today we commence a new 
church year. The readings are set down in the Year C of the Revised Common  
Lec�onary.  See h�ps://lec�onary.library.vanderbilt.edu  A highlight of this year's 
readings is the focus on the Gospel of Luke.  What do you love about Luke's Gospel? 
I love its a�en�on on meals (all poin�ng to the Lord's Supper and the ongoing  
banquet to come), the special regard it shows for women in general and those who 
followed Jesus in par�cular,  the extended infancy narra�ve focussing on Elizabeth, 
Mary, the shepherds angels, Bethlehem and Jesus presenta�on in the temple,  
connec�ng with the outcast (think Zacchaeus chapter 19), Jesus' Emmaus walk, and 
the parables specific to Luke including the Good Samaritan and 'the prodigal sons'.  
 In Lent we will base the weekly Bible studies on major themes in Luke's Gospel. 
 Moreover, please drop me a line with your highlights/ques�ons/comments on Luke 
so I can be sure to cover them during the year . 
 



     
 
 
For a number of years now we have asked for 
special  dona�ons of goods for our Christmas 
Hamper Appeal.   We are again planning on 
pu�ng together a hamper for a number of 

our families and Community  
contacts.  If you would like to make a special dona�on consider 
whether you might make dona�ons of Christmas type items, or 
make a monetary dona�on marked 
‘Christmas Hampers’ and place on  the     
offering.    

   Thank you—Community Care Team 

 

Families and Christmas !!! 
 

A man in Brisbane calls his son in Adelaide two days before Christmas and 
says,  "I hate to ruin your day, but I have to tell you that your mother and I are 
divorcing; forty-five years of misery is enough." 
"Gees Dad, what are you talking about?" the son screams. 
"We can't stand the sight of each other any longer," the father says, "we're 
sick of each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in 
Darwin and tell her."   Fran�c, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the 
phone.  "No way they're ge�ng divorced!" she shouts, "I'll take care of this." 
She calls Brisbane immediately and screams at her father, "You are not ge�ng 
divorced. Don't do a single thing un�l I get there. I'm calling my brother back, 
and we'll both be there by tomorrow. Un�l then, don't do  a thing. DO YOU 
HEAR ME?" and hangs up.                                                                                                
The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. "Okay," he says, 
"they're coming for Christmas and paying their own way." 



 
 
 

Download or listen online at www.messageso�ope.org.au  
 

2nd December Ageing Transi�ons   (Interview) 
Some�mes circumstances force drama�c changes in our lives and it can be difficult 
to adapt. Listen to Norman and Hazel who had to leave their family home and 
move into a re�rement village. 
 
9th December I’m not ready for my parents to be old!   (Celia and Rich-
ard) 
We hear the fact that we’re living in an ageing society but what about when it be-
comes personal and it’s your parents that are ge�ng older? Celia and Richard ex-
plore the challenges adult children face as their parents get old. 
 
16th December How God sees Christmas  (Pastor James Winderlich) 
Do you look forward to Christmas with an�cipa�on? Or do you wonder if you’ll 
experience the peace and joy that Christmas promises? James Winderlich tells the 
story of one troubled family and a stranger in the rain, who, in a surprising way, all 
experienced the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
 

 SPONSORSHIP - RACHEL HAGE 
 Dona�ons towards the cost of Rachel's course at Perth  
 Bible College can be made by pu�ng your gi� in a 
 specially marked envelope and placing it in the offering  
 bag.  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carols on the Corner 
 

Tuesday December 18th 



Ques�ons about a�ending Holy Communion in  
  the Lutheran Church? 
‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ given with bread and wine, ins�tuted by Christ himself 
for us Chris�ans to eat and drink.’  

Come to this sacrament: 
- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;  
- as a bap�sed believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;  
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives — his true body and blood 
 with the bread and wine ; 
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ un�l  
  he comes. 

Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew or 
come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your  inten�on 
 

  COMING UP OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
Sunday Dec 2nd   9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
    5:00pm Advent Tea 
Sunday Dec 9th   9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
Sunday Dec 16th   9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
Tuesday Dec 18th  5:30pm onwards, Carols on the Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
       WORSHIP SERVICE COMING UP  
 Second Sunday of Advent — Dec 9th, 2018 (Blue) 

 

Readings:  Malachi 3:1-4, Philippians 1:3-11,  Luke 3:1-6 
Flowers:    Pia 
Cleaners:  Styants Family 
Communion Usher:  Mel Bishop 
 

———————————————————————————–——————– 
All Items  for the “Bethlehem Bulle�n”, please email to Lorraine 

(bulle�n.morley.wa@lca.org.au)  by Wednesday a�ernoon. 

Visit us on the Web at: morley.wa.lca.org.au   
 Bookings: email us at  bookings.morley.wa@lca.org.au   
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