
29 Robinson Rd, Morley 
 September 30th, 2018 

 Nineteenth Sunday a�er Pentecost 

Contact Details 
Pastor: Pastor Ma�hew Bishop 
Email:  ma�.bishop@lca.org.au 

Office Phone:  9276 7668  

Welcome 
Worship blessings in Christ as you gather here today to receive God's good 
things. If you would like to talk further concerning faith in Christ or about 
the Church, please contact our Pastor or one of our lay-assistants. Visitors 

are warmly invited to stay a�er worship for a cuppa with our members, 
and also to sign our  visitor's book in the foyer.  

Worship: 
Sundays at 9.30am 

Sunday School at 9:45am:  
Not Today 

 

Our Mission 
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through  

 His Word and Sacraments, Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share 
this Bread of Life with our community. 

mailto:.bishop@lca.org.au


Entry Psalm:  Psalm 124    
Leader:   What if the Lord had not been on our side? Answer, O Israel! 
People: “If the Lord had not been on our side when our enemies 
a�acked us, 
then they would have swallowed us alive in their furious anger against us; 
then the flood would have carried us away, the water would have  
covered us, 
the raging torrent would have drowned us.” 
Let us thank the Lord, who has not let our enemies destroy us. 
We have escaped like a bird from a hunter’s trap; the trap is broken, 
and we are free! 
Our help comes from the lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray to be faithful stewards of our possessions.  
Loving Father, you have so generously given us all that we are and all that 
we call our own.  Help us to serve you by managing our possessions wisely, 
so that they may not be a curse in our lives, but an instrument for blessing.  
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings: 
Esther 7:1-6,9,10; 9:20-22 
    The Jews celebrate victory over their enemies 
 

James 5:13-20 Prayer offered in faith 
 

Mark 8:27-38  Cross bearing as a disciple of Jesus 
  
 



Prayer Points        
¨ Thanksgiving that Jesus took up his cross for us (Mark 

15:20) 
¨ Comfort in knowing that Jesus' personal presence 

makes cross-bearing both possible and desirable (Ma�hew16:24c) 
¨ That God will watch over our children and provide them with parents and 

mentors to build them up in godly living (Mark 9:36-37). 
¨ For the Chris�an church on earth:  that it may experience the forgiveness 

of Christ and the pure word of law and gospel (Ma�hew 16:17-23) 
¨ Mercy for all those who suffer from scarcity in every land (Isaiah 55:1) 
¨ For the LCA as it meets in conven�on of Synod in Rosehill Sydney NSW - 

including Pastor Ma� and Chris Kuchel: safe travel, discerning hearts, 
     joyous communion with the saints 
¨ Thanksgiving for Naomi Rogers bap�sed into God's family today 
     (Gal 3:26-27) 
¨ Courage for all who suffer long term illness, discomfort or the grips of 
     habitual sin (Luke 4:18-19) and comfort for all who are in need in at this  
     �me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Please remember in your prayers 
¨  Ill or healing members and friends:  Tristram Van Rooyen, Elfriede 

Kaszanski,  Anneliese Sitarz, Carmen Lawson and Helga Van Rooyen. 
¨ Members and friends facing challenging circumstances: 
    Margaret and Ernst Klenner, the Zadow family. 
 

    Daily Bible Readings             
Monday 1st Acts 23: 12-24 

Tuesday  2nd Acts 23: 23-35 

Wednesday 3rd Acts 24: 1-23 

Thursday  4th Acts 24: 24-25:12 

Friday  5th Acts 25: 13-27 

Saturday 6th Psalm 26 



Jesus' personal presence makes cross-bearing both 
possible and desirable.  Today we return to Mark 
8:27-38 which we missed a few weeks ago when   
Pastor Mark filled in for me and preached on 

Ma�hew 18:15.  The Mark text comes at a cri�cal juncture in Jesus' life as he 
starts to lay out for his disciples what it all means.  Peter first confesses that 
Jesus is the long awaited Messiah.  Jesus then tells them he will die (and rise - 
but they don't hear that).  Peter rebukes Jesus who in turn calls Peter 'Satan' 
for trying to get him off his path that must lead to the cross.  Jesus finishes 
with the reminder that whoever wants to be his disciple must deny them-
selves, pick up their cross and follow him.  So Jesus' is a way of suffering.  Yet 
it's beyond descrip�on how much we feel his love and pull in our lives.  One 
of the best things I've read on this way of suffering - of the cross - is from F D 
Bruner (p152; Ma�hew Vol II, 2004) who notes that despite how una�rac�ve 
cross-bearing is in human terms, Jesus's personal presence makes it both 
possible and desirable.  We'll look at all this a bit more today.   

A�er service today Bethlehem will hold our forum on ordina�on in the LCA. 
This will include looking at the Dra� Doctrinal Statement on the ordina�on of 
women and men and associated documents that will be before General  
Conven�on of Synod.  Council has also indicated it would like to take a vote 
so that our synod delegates are aware of the congrega�on's view (all input 
into their task of subsequent listening and discernment at Conven�on). 
I emailed a bundle of documents to many of you a couple of weekends ago. 
There are a limited number of hard copies in the Narthex for those not on 
email. All welcome. 'Rules' of respec�ul dialogue will be in opera�on.  
Philippians 2:1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Naomi Rogers 
who is baptised into God’s 
family today. 



 

Mr Chris Kuchel is serving as our delegate for General 
Convention of LCA Synod at Rosehill Sydney 2-7 October 
2018.  Pastor Matt is serving as a Pastor Delegate for  
the LCA WA District. Please pray for God's wisdom and  
guidance in their work as delegates, that they represent  
Bethlehem and our district well, and that as they serve 
they too are served in the worship,  displays, meetings 

and presentations that occur.  And as the LCA has noted:  'Now is also the 
time for all of us to pray for all the organisers, leaders and delegates who are  
preparing for the Synod across Australia and New Zealand. The tasks before 
us are immense, and we cannot do them in our power'.  
 
Each week in the lead up to synod there has been a different prayer 
theme.  Here is this week's:  
We praise you, Almighty God and Father, for your presence in our lives and 
your faithfulness to us every day. 
 

Please keep our Synod delegates safe as they travel. Protect them as they 
meet. Give everyone there the joy of sharing your gospel with one another. 
Bless those who are preparing the mee�ng venue and the agenda. Be with 
the Lutheran Women of Australia Conven�on this weekend. 
 

Holy Spirit, renew our church. Focus our thoughts, will, words and ac�ons on 
your will and your ways – one Lord, one faith, one bap�sm, one God and  
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. Keep us focussed on 
you. Let us be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger, doers of your 
word and not just hearers. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father has told us to listen to you as his Beloved Son. 
You are the Light of the world. Shine on the Lutheran Church of Australia and 
New Zealand, so that nothing is more holy to us than to hear your voice and 
follow you, our Good Shepherd. Help us grow as your people in worship and 
witness, in receiving and giving, to be a blessing to the whole world. 
 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera�ons, forever and ever! 



Want to be more organised with your giving? 
 REG is the answer. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regular Electronic Giving (REG) is a safe, convenient, flexible and  
confiden�al way of giving to our congrega�on. REG is facilitated by using 
the LLL direct debit system.  Please see me for more informa�on and a form 
to get things underway or alterna�vely access the informa�on and form 
from the internet with the following link:  h�ps://www.lll.org.au/
giving_through_the_lll/regular_electronic_giving_reg 
Account details are: Bethlehem Lutheran Church Morley   BSB: 704-942 
 Account Number:  100399878 
      Keith Kowald   Treasurer 
 
 
 

 

http://www.lll.org.au/


Word Search Puzzle - Mark 9:38-40 
from Pinawa.Church/puzzles   

words in a straight line in all direc�ons 
 

Z T S R E H C A E T U B 
B R A O M G F K A E P S 
E I I F A N D Y O U R S 
C E D B N I W C V A O N 
A D L T R W H A S F U O 
U E O E S O O S R T T M 
S N W V O L E T N E S E 
E O L I O L V I P R N D 
P E N L N O E N O W I M 
Y M I H I F R G T A A A 
D O E S O W A S S R G R 
D S U S E J D E E D A K 

 

Word List 
 

FOLLOWING    AFTERWARD    WHOEVER    TEACHER    SOMEONE    CASTING    
BECAUSE    AGAINST    DEMONS    TRIED    SPEAK    POWER    JESUS    YOUR    
WILL    STOP    SOON    SAID    NRSV    NAME    MARK    JOHN    EVIL    DOES    

DEED    ABLE    SAW    OUT    NOT    HIM    FOR    BUT    AND    MY    IS 



Ques�ons about a�ending Holy Communion in  
  the Lutheran Church? 
‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ given with bread and wine, ins�tuted by Christ himself 
for us Chris�ans to eat and drink.’  

Come to this sacrament: 
- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;  
- as a bap�sed believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;  
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives — his true body and blood 
 with the bread and wine ; 
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ un�l  
   he comes 

Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew or 
come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your  inten�on 
 

  COMING UP OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
Sunday 30th  9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
 October  
Sunday 7th   9:30am Bethlehem Worship + Sunday School 
Sunday 14th  9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE COMING UP  
  Twen�eth Sunday a�er Pentecost — Oct 7th, 2018 (Green) 

 

Readings:  Job 1:1; 2:1-10,  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12, Mark 10:2-16 
Flowers:    Roslyn 
Cleaners:  Zadow Family 
Communion Usher:  Wally Chrulew 
 

———————————————————————————–——————– 
All Items  for the “Bethlehem Bulle�n”, please email to Lorraine 

(bulle�n@morley.wa.lca.org.au)  by Wednesday a�ernoon. 

Visit us on the Web at: morley.wa.lca.org.au  
Bookings: email us at  bookings@morley.wa.lca.org.au   

mailto:bookings@morley.wa.lca.org.au



