
Welcome 
Worship blessings in Christ as you gather here today to receive 
God's good things. If you would like to talk further concerning 
faith in Christ or about the Church, please contact our Pastor or 
one of our lay-assistants. Visitors are warmly invited to stay a�er 
worship for a cuppa with our members, and also to sign our 
visitor's book in the foyer.  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 29 Robinson Rd, Morley 
   4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Bulle�ns  

December 24—31st, 2017   

Contact Details 
Pastor:- Pastor Ma�hew Bishop 

Email: ma�hew.bishop@lca.org.au 
Office Phone:  9276 7668  

Worship: 
Sundays at 9.30am 

Sunday School at 9:45am: See dates 
on website. 
ON TODAY  

Our Mission 
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through  

 His Word and Sacraments, Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share 
this Bread of Life with our community. 

           As this bulle�n covers services un�l Dec 31st, 
                                 please retain 

mailto:hew.bishop@lca.org.au


4th Sunday of Advent—Dec 24th 
Entry Psalm:  Luke 1: 47-55  
Leader :  “My heart praises the Lord; my soul is glad because of God 
my Saviour, 
People: for he has remembered me, his lowly servant! From now 
on all people will call me happy 
Because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me. His  
name is holy; 
From one genera�on to another he shows mercy to those who 
honour him. 
He has stretched out his mighty arm and sca�ered the proud with all 
their plans. 
He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones, and li�ed 
up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away with 
empty hands. 
He has kept the promise he made to our ancestors, and has come to the 
help of his servant Israel. 
He has remembered to show mercy to Abraham and to all his 
descendants for ever!” 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray for God to be with us. 
Thank you, loving heavenly Father, for coming with power to the Virgin 
Mary and making her the mother of our Lord. Come to us with your Holy 
Spirit, so that we receive your saving word and rejoice in our Saviour. For 
he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings: 
2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16   God's promise to David 
Romans 16:25-27   God reveals his age-long 
purpose in Jesus 
Luke 1:26-38    God's call to Mary 
 



Prayer Points—4th Sunday of Advent 
¨ Thanksgiving for God's saving word and sacraments 
      (Luke 1:49/ Luke 22:19-20) 
¨ That we will join with Mary's humble thankfulness in   
      saying 'I am the Lord's servant… May it be just as you have said'  
      (Luke 1:38) 
¨ God's blessing upon our Christmas services at Bethlehem and thanksgiv-

ing for all who are a�ending, assis�ng and par�cipa�ng (Luke 2:13) 
¨ For the faithful work of Christ's church, and that it be defended from evil 

(Acts 5:38-39) 
¨ That our government be honest and truthful (1 Tim 2:2) 
¨ For all students and teachers on holidays as they take a break from the 

rou�ne of the school day (Jer 31:25) 
¨ Travel mercies for those who are travelling and thankfulness for the joy 

of families who are separated by distance being able to be together 
(Psalm 91:11-12) 

¨ Thanksgiving for the work of Bethlehem Community Care and blessing of 
body, mind and soul for all receiving Christmas Hampers (Luke 1:53) 

¨ For all who are sick, in need, lonely and in trouble (Luke 1:50) 
 
 

Sermon text : Luke 1:26-38: 
'I am the Lord's servant'  Luke 1:38  One of the things people no�ce about the 
 respec�ve starts of all four New Testament Gospel wri�ngs is the way that from 
the very beginning they lay out founda�onal truths about God and his work in our 
lives.  We confess as Lutherans* that in original sin our will is turned against God, 
but that God through his mercy turns our will to him.  A key verse is from Jesus' 
teaching the night before he dies where, just a�er saying 'I am the vine and you 
are the branches' (John 15:5), he says 'You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last!'  (John 15:16).  And so it is 
that God chose Mary and appointed her to bear his Son Jesus Christ who would 
die for the sins of the world on the cross of Calvary and truly yield fruit that will 
last.  God has always been at work choosing his people and turning their will  
toward him to receive his grace.  Now some 2020 years later we con�nue stepping 
into God's ancient and great plan of salva�on as we join with Mary in proclaiming 
'I am the Lord's servant… may it be to me as you [God] has said… My soul 
glorifies the Lord… he has performed mighty deeds with his hands' (Luke 1:38;46b, 
51) 
*See Ar�cle II, Free Will in the Formula of Concord (Pastor Ma� can provide this to 
you on request)   



 Christmas Eve 
 

Responsive Reading: Isaiah 61:11-12; 9:6-7 
62:11 Leader: The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to  
daughter Zion, 
People:  "See, your salva�on comes; his reward is with him, and his recom-
pense before him."  
62:12 They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD"; 
 and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken."   
9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called:  
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlas�ng Father, Prince of Peace.  
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,  
establishing and upholding it with jus�ce and righteousness from that �me 
on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.  
 

Epistle reading:  Titus 2:11-14 
Gospel Reading:  To be given through the children's telling of the  
Na�vity story - Luke 1-2, Ma�hew 2, various verses and paraphrases. 
 

Prayer points:   
As is customary on Christmas eve, tonight's prayer will be a call for the peace of 
the Christ child to be in the hearts of all: from each person to every na�on and 
their leaders.  We will especially pray for those devastated by unpeaceful and 
violent acts in the past year.  
 
 

For our Christmas Eve service tonight thanks be to God for:  
Na�vity play:  The Bethlehem Sunday School, led by Mrs Elissa Farr,  
Mrs Carol Schmeiss, Mrs Yvonne Giersch, Mrs Melissa Bishop and Mrs Amanda  
Garge� (in absen�a) 
Na�vity play script:  Drawn together and edited by Mrs Elissa Farr with Pastor Ma� 
Musical director: Mrs Melisssa Bishop 
Musicians:  Mrs Kath Kowald, Mrs Melissa Bishop, Mr Ben Stopp and Mr Luke Kroeger 
Set up:  Mr Mike Yurisich,  Sunday School teachers and Bishop Family 
Refreshed costumes:  Mrs Elissa Farr, Mrs Carol Schmeiss, Mrs Yvonne Giersch and 
Mrs Emma Down 
Thanks to all parents and carers with ge�ng the children to prac�ces 



The song of the angels to the 
shepherds was the first song of 
Christmas. Ever since then, 
many beautiful carols have 
been written and sung telling 
the good news about which 
the angels sang. Martin Luther 
also has given the Christian 
Church one of its favourite 
Christmas hymns: "From Heav-
en Above to Earth I Come". 
The story goes that Christmas 
Eve 1534, Martin Luther was at 
home with his children study-
ing his sermon for Christmas 
Day. As he rocked the  
cradle of his baby son, the 
words of the Christmas angel 
went through his mind: "Be 
not afraid . . . I bring you good 
news . . . to you is born a Sav-
iour ... Glory to God in the 
highest". The steady rhythm of 
the rocking cradle and the 
words of the angel moved Lu-
ther to write a beautiful Christ-
mas carol for his children - 
"FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO 
EARTH I COME". (This intro 
abridged and taken from the 
LCA Worship planning page). 

From Heaven above to earth I come 
 

1   From heaven above to earth I come. 
     I have good news for everyone. 
     This story that I come to bring 
     is wonderful, and makes me sing: 
  
2   To you this night a child is born, 
     a chosen virgin's little son. 
     This tiny helpless baby boy 
     will be your great delight and joy. 
  
3   This is the Christ, our God most high, 
     who hears your sad and troubled cry; 
     for he will be your Saviour here, 
     to set you free from sin and fear. 
  
4    Let's look inside this cattle shed. 
     Who lies there in that manger-bed? 
     Who is that lovely little one? 
     The baby Jesus, God's dear Son. 
  
5    We welcome you, O noble Guest! 
     Through you our sinful world is blest. 
     And my poor life you enter, too: 
     how can I give my thanks to you? 
  
6    For you, O Lord, created all, 
     and yet you have become so small 
     that you lie in a cattle shed 
     on straw, where cows and donkeys fed. 
  
7    Ah, dearest Jesus, little one, 
     prepare a bed to lie upon, 
     a soft clean bed within my heart, 
     that you and I may never part. 
  
8    For joy, then, let me jump and sing 
     and join the praise the angels bring, 
     the only fitting lullaby, 
     the sweetest song they sang on high: 
  
9   'Glory to God on his high throne 
     for he has given us his Son!' 
     And so the angels bring us cheer, 
     to everyone a glad new year. 
 
   Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her 
   Martin Luther 1483-1546  tr David Schubert 



Christmas Day 
Entry Psalm:  Psalm 98 
Leader: Sing a new song to the Lord; he has done wonderful things!  By his   
own power and holy strength he has won the victory. 
People: The Lord announced his victory;  he made his saving power known    
to the na�ons. 
Sing a new song to the Lord; he has done wonderful things!  By his own  
power and holy strength he has won the victory. 
The Lord announced his victory;  he made his saving power known to           
the na�ons. 
Sing praises to the Lord!  Play music on the harps! 
Blow trumpets and horns, and shout for joy to the Lord, our king. 
Roar, sea, and every creature in you;  sing, earth, and all who live on you! 
Clap your hands, you rivers;  you hills, sing together with joy before the 
Lord. 
Because he comes to rule the earth.   
He will rule the peoples of the world with jus�ce and fairness. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray that we shine as lights in the world.  
Thank you, loving Father, for filling the world with the new light of your 
 Word who became a human being.  Keep the flame of faith and love  
burning in our hearts and shining in our lives. For he lives and reigns with 
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

Scripture Readings: 
 

Isaiah 52: 7-10  The salva�on of our God    
Hebrews 1:1-4   God speaks to us through His Son    
John 1: 1-14  The eternal Word became one of humankind, full of grace 
          and truth    



Prayer Points—Christmas Day 
¨ Thankfulness for the birth of Jesus and the promises made   

through him (John 1:14) 
¨ That each one of us would rejoice in his promise that 

whomever believes in him will not die but have eternal life (John 11:25-
26) 

¨ That the whole world may come to worship and love Jesus Christ the 
prince of peace (Luke 2:17-28/ Isaiah 9:6), thereby penetra�ng the  

      darkness 'that has not understood' God's light (John 1:5) 
¨ Grace for all our emergency services and those who protect us from  
      trouble and adversity (28:9) 
¨ That we might keep all pleasure in earthly gi�s in proper balance with the 

wonder of the gi� of Jesus (Luke 12:15) 
¨ That God would look with and use his church to deliver compassion to all 

in need this day (Mark 6:34)…… the hungry, poor, lonely, forsaken, sick, 
troubled, grieving and dying... … and help them  

     remember he is the deliverer of all in need (Psalm 18:2) 
 

       
 
Sermon text John 1:1-14: 
No skimping…   Ever been tempted to give someone you love who is born around 
this �me of the year a combined Christmas and birthday present?  In online  
commentary this phenomenon is known as 'dual presen�ng' or 'present 
skimping'.  Apparently it is quite hur�ul.  On Christmas Day we celebrate we are 
born of God - a God who has not skimped on anything when it comes to giving us 
the full blessing of life in his son Jesus Christ.  Indeed, our Gospel and sermon text 
today reminds us of our God-birthday and its significance:  
 
'… to all received him (Jesus), to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God -- children born not of natural decent, nor of human  
decision or a husband's will, but born of God' (John 1: 12-13).   
 
The Christmas message is nothing less than the pure Gospel that we are Born of 
God. What's the big deal? Born of ourselves we could not come to terms with the 
depth of sin in this world through which loss, destruc�on and rupture occurs in 
body, mind and soul.  Jesus faced it head on so that once again we can be God's 
children: born of him - not us, and therefore secure in God now and in the future. 
No skimping there! 
     



First Sunday a�er Christmas—Dec 31st 2017 
Entry Psalm   Psalm 148  
Leader: Praise the Lord from heaven, you that live in the heights above. 
Praise him, all his angels, all his heavenly armies. 
People: Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, shining stars. 
Praise him, highest heavens, and the waters above the sky. 
Let them all praise the name of the Lord! He commanded, and they 
were created; 
By his command they were fixed in their places for ever, and they cannot 
disobey. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, sea-monsters and all ocean depths; 
Lightning and hail, snow and clouds, strong winds that obey his command. 
Praise him, hills and mountains, fruit trees and forests; All animals, tame 
and wild, rep�les and birds. 
Praise him, kings and all peoples, princes and all other rulers; girls and 
young men, old people and children too. 
Let them all praise the name of the Lord! His name is greater than all the 
 others; his glory is above earth and heaven. 
He made his na�on strong, so that all people praise him—the people of 
Israel, so dear to him.   Praise the Lord! 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray that through Jesus we share in God's nature. 
Almighty and merciful God, we thank you for sending your Son to become 
human like us, so that we might become your children.  Make us who trust 
in Jesus to be more and more like him. For he lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  
 
Scripture Readings: 
Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3  The Lord will save his people 
 

Galatians 4:4-7    God sent his Son to free us  
  

Luke 2:22-40   Simeon and Anna see Jesus  



Prayer Points—First Sunday a�er Christmas 
¨ Thanksgiving for the Holy Spirit who reveals who Jesus is (Luke 2:25-28) 
¨ Thanksgiving for the peace that Jesus brings and the way he reveals humankind's 

thoughts (Luke 2:29-35) 
¨ For people of the Jewish faith (Luke 2:38)  
¨ God's blessing for our na�on's elected leaders and those in authority that they 

will do his will (Isaiah 45:1) 
¨ Protec�on for all those who serve in our armed forces and the chaplains to our 

armed force (Psalm 77:1)   
¨ For our church and our life within it in the year ahead:  
¨ The Bishops of the LCA and others in leadership posi�ons as they guide and  
           facilitate the work of our synod (Hebrews 13:17) 
¨ The pastors, teachers and lay workers of the church that through them the 

light of Christmas shines (Luke 2:25) 
¨ All in our congrega�on at Bethlehem Morley including our elected leaders and 

all who serve in various roles (Romans 12:7-8, 1 Tim 5:17) 
¨ The families of all of members, including where there is hurt and conflict (Luke 

2:40 for importance of family; Luke 2:14 for reminder of what God brings) 
¨ God's mercy and grace for the sick, healing, anxious, unthankful, hospitalised, 

elderly and discouraged at Bethlehem Morley (Luke 2:30) 
 
Sermon text:  Luke 2:22-40 
Des�ny's hard edge in God's revela�on  Bap�sms and rites of passage with 
our childrens' faith are normally happy occasions.  When Mary and Joseph 
brought baby Jesus to the temple for presenta�on to the Lord, Simeon 'who 
was righteous and devout' took Jesus in his arms and prophesied through 
the Holy Spirit (Luke 2:25-28) that this child he held was God's very salva�on 
(v30).  He knew he could now go to his eternal rest peacefully (v29).  Yet his 
subsequent prophe�c words carried a hard and realis�c edge that is hardly 
the thing of happy family occasions.  Simeon to Mary said, “This child is  
des�ned to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against,  so that the thoughts of many hearts will be  
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2:34-35).  These 
must have been troubling words.  How would you have felt if you received 
this prophecy when your child was young?  We'll look at these words today 
and see why they are indeed necessary and the key to be�er receiving in 
faith what God has done to us through Jesus.  
  



 ‘Coming up to them at that very moment, Anna the 
 prophetess gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
child to all who were looking forward to the redemp-
�on of  Jerusalem' (Luke 2:38).  Thanks be to God for 
everyone who has assisted with our Christmas services 

and helping us to speak about the Christ child who has redeemed the world!   
You'll see a special thanks regarding the Christmas Eve service on that page in 
this bulle�n.   
In addi�on, Chris Kempin and Ana Ke�le have put a huge amount of �me into 
the slides for the Christmas and Christmas week services.   
Lorraine Schutz has brought this bumper bulle�n together yet again!   
Thanks also for Kath Kowald, Johanna Videmanis, Melissa Bishop and Eden 
Bishop who have played music for our non-Christmas Eve services.   
Keith Kowald distributed flyers to our local area adver�sing the Christmas Eve 
and Christmas services - thanks to Mike Yurisich for prin�ng and dona�ng the 
materials.   
And thanks to everyone who has helped with each service, not least John 
 Zadow for his help with the Lord's Supper prepara�on and clean up, the 
morning tea angels (if you have not already, please let Roslyn or Susan know if 
you would like to help out in 2018 as a roster is being developed) and all our 
ushers and welcomers.   
 

Being the 500th anniversary of the commencement of the reforma�on, it 
seems apt to include these words of Mar�n Luther on the significance of God 
coming amonst us through Jesus at Christmas.  They are courtesy of a recent 
newsle�er from LCA Qld District Bishop Paul Smith.   
Luther once wrote, "But the angel does not declare to the shepherds that God 
is in heaven. . . . The angel says, "You shall find . . ." He points out that God has 
come to us in our flesh and blood. . . . He does not come with horses but in a 
stable. . . . Reason and will would ascend and seek above, but if you want to 
have joy, bend yourself down to this place. There you will find that boy given 
for you who is your Creator lying in a manger. . . . There is no joy but in this 
boy. Take him away and you find yourself facing the Majesty which terrifies. . . 
I know of no God but this one in the manger. . . . Do not let yourself be turned 
away from this humanity. . . . "O Boy, lying in the manger, you are truly God 
who has created me, and you will not be wrathful with me because you come 
to me in this loving way - a more loving way cannot be imagined. 
Amen." (From Norman Nagel, "Mar�nus: 'Heresy, Doctor Luther, Heresy!' The 
Person and Work of Christ," Oxford University Press, 1983 - alt). 



 Pastor’s pen cont…..    
 
Pastor Ma� and Mel Bishop pray a blessed Christmas be yours and that of your 
family.  We thank you for the support of the Lord's ministry here at Bethlehem 
and for your prayers.  2017 was a challenging year for our family with amongst 
other things, major back surgery and recovery for one of our children, and 
Ma�'s dad's near fatal stroke and very long par�al recovery (with ensuing  
family chaos that such an event brings as interstate parents moved to the 
 Lutheran  Homes in Fullarton). We thank God for the blessing of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church Morley and pray for you that the Christ child will con�nue to 
grow in you and make you strong, full of wisdom and assured that God's grace 
is upon you (Luke 2:40).  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next bulle�n will cover the en�re month of January (7-28).  
If  you have any items, they need to be with Lorraine or Pastor 
Ma� by Wed Jan 3rd, Thankyou. 



Monday 25th Philippians 2:12-30 

Tuesday 26th Philippians 3:1-16 

Wednesday 27th Philippians 3:17-4:7 

Thursday  28th Isaiah 9:2-7 

Friday  29th Isaiah 62:6-12 

Saturday  30th Psalm 96 

 

The re�ring offering last week for Mick Hauser, 
missionary PNG, raised $715.00.  This will greatly 
assist Mick in his work with the PNG people.  

 

 

 

 
 
Ongoing trial of Lord's Supper placement for Sunday School weeks:  
Following on from the trial on 22 October and 10th  of December 2017, the 
final one will be today (Dec 24th).  The goal of this trial is to get a sense of 
what a more regular early placement is like.  It will also assist the  Sunday 
School to prepare the children's contribu�on toward the Christmas Eve      
service. 

  
    Please remember in your prayers 
¨  Ill or healing members and friends:  Tristram Van  Rooyen,  
     Elfriede Kaszanski,  Anneliese Sitarz, Carmen Lawson  and Don Kowald       
 (Keith’s Dad) 
 

¨ Members and friends facing challenging circumstances: 
    Margaret and Ernst Klenner, the Zadow family. 
 
      DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 



Word Search Puzzle -2 Samuel 7:1-11—God’s promise to David 
from www.geoci�es.com/lec�onarypuzzles/ 

words in a straight line in all direc�ons 
 

Q Z P L A N T S S R E O D L I V E B U T E 
T D I A S D E L T T E S H E P H E R D H G 
N A F F L I C T U C R E V E R E H W H E Y 
E M K S M L S Y A T S A Y S A Y I N G Y P 
T A I E D E V I L S A M U E L G R E A T T 
E K N N I G H T K O O T A B E R N A C L E 
V E G O W N E C N I R P E Y J U D G E S M 
A B R O U G H T L I U B E L P O E P K R A 
H T R A E F W D F O R M E R L Y T H I S S 
I D C N R C N E P G H S Y T R I B A L G B 
M N A O U O D B L T N O T O M O V I N G U 
T U M W T M E R A S T I U S U H T L S Y I 
H O E H S M C U C E A E W S O R I I R W L 
E R S O A A L T E R M P H O E H M V E T D 
M A T M P N A S D O O M P P L D E I D N T 
W D H C E D R I A F N O H O O L O N A A K 
I N A M E E E D V E G R I A I R O G E V A 
S I T Y H D S F I R N E B G D N P F L R E 
R M N A H T A N D E Y O I W E N T E F E P 
A R I E H T I R H H U V K E R O F E B S S 
E P E E H S O W W T E E B D E V O M D I D 
L S H A L L I W O N N R S V E C N I S C B 

 

Word List 
 

TABERNACLE    THEREFORE    FOLLOWING    EVILDOERS    DISTURBED    COMMANDED    
APPOINTED    WHEREVER    SHEPHERD    MOREOVER    FORMERLY    DECLARES    SETTLED    

SERVANT    PROPHET    PASTURE    LEADERS    ENEMIES    BROUGHT    AFFLICT    TRIBAL    
SAYING    SAMUEL    PRINCE    PEOPLE    NATHAN    MOVING    LIVING    JUDGES    ISRAEL    
BEFORE    AROUND    THEIR    STAYS    SPEAK    SINCE    SHEEP    SHALL    PLANT    PLACE    
NIGHT    MOVED    LIVED    HOUSE    HOSTS    GREAT    GIVEN    EGYPT    EARTH    DAVID    
CEDAR    BUILT    BUILD    AMONG    ABOUT    YOUR    WORD    WITH    WILL    WHOM    

WHEN    WENT    TOOK    TIME    THUS    THIS    THEY    THEM    THAT    TENT    TELL    SAYS    
SAME    SAID    REST    ONES    NRSV    NAME    MIND    MAKE    LORD    LIKE    KING    HAVE    
FROM    CAME    BEEN    WHY    WAS    SEE    OWN    OFF    NOW    NOT    MAY    HIM    HAD    

GOD    DID    DAY    CUT    BUT    ARK    ANY    UP    MY 
 



‘The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy'  
           Psalm 126:3  
 As we come to the end of 2017 it's worth pausing for a moment to thank God for the    
blessings that have occurred at Bethlehem over 2017, some of which include: 
 

- As at 24 December, some 44 Divine Services celebra�ng the Lord's Supper with  
around 2,500 people a�ending the Supper and another 700 adults and children in 
a�endance across the year. 
- 10 reading services so that pastor could a�end LCA WA District synod, assist with 
family health ma�ers interstate, take some leave, a�end Graduate review in Adelaide 
and lead worship at Hope Geraldton. 
- Three children welcomed into God's family through holy bap�sm ''For all of you who 
were bap�sed into Christ have clothed yourself with Christ' (Gal 3:27).  
- Six teens confirming their faith on 18 June 2017. 
- Coming together to grieve the death of long term Bethlehem member Mrs Amalia 
Chrulew aged 93,  yet also thanking our Lord for the blessing of both her life and that 
she now rests eternally in Christ  (died 17 Sept 2017; funeral 28 September 2017).  
- Wednesday night Bible studies over Lent. 
 

- Hos�ng of LCA WA district consulta�on on the LCAs dra� statement on ordina�on, 
and associated visit and leading of Lord’s Supper liturgy by Rev Fraser Pearce of  
Bethlehem Adelaide.   
- A�endance by Bethlehem Youth at LYWA's Jan Camp, mid-year camp, leadership 
camp and LYWA worship services - thanks LYWA for the awesome job you do!  
- Ongoing weekly cooking and support for the Hampton High Breakfast Club every 
Thursday Morning before school by eight Bethlehem volunteers, and with in-kind and 
financial assistance from Bethlehem congrega�on and Bethlehem Community Care . 
- Monthly mee�ngs of Bethlehem Ladies Fellowship to encourage, support and serve. 
- A vibrant Sunday School mee�ng regularly through term �me to learn of the good 
things of God and pay special a�en�on to growing our kid's faith. 
- Around 25 food hampers or other gi�s of assistance through the work of Bethlehem 
Community Care.  
- Decision at our AGM in September to support a YouthCARE Treasure Hunters  
program (Ac�vity based Bible learning) at Noranda Primary school commencing  
week 4 of Term 1, 2018. 
- Visit of Bible Translator and Bethlehem 'daughter' Hannah Schulz on 16 September 
2017 to update us on her work in PNG (re�ring offering taken). 
- A�endance by 17 Bethlehem members at an encouragement weekend with Hope 
Geraldton Lutheran Congrega�on in Geraldton over the September long weekend.  
- Commencement of Youth@Bethlehem late in term 3 with formal launch in Term 4 - 
thanks Mr Chris Kuchel for all your hard work here (Chris was installed as youth        
director on 17 September 2017). 



- Commemora�on of the 500th anniversary of the commencement of the Reforma�on 
on 29 October 2017 through an intergenera�onal day of worship, kids ac�vi�es and 
fellowship, including with pastors and members of congrega�ons in the local  
interdenomina�onal Bassendean-Bayswater ministers fraternal. 
- Advent Tea and program of items on 3 December 2017. 
- Unanimous agreement that Pastor Ma�'s ini�al call to Bethlehem Morley as a  
graduate pastor under assignment by the LCA College of Bishops (Aug 2015) now be 
extended in its own right.   
- Visit from Mr Mick Hauser, lecturer at Mar�n Luther Seminary PNG, on 17 December 
2017 and re�ring offering taken.   
- Regular mee�ngs of our lay assistants led by Mr Phil Schmeiss, (one of the ini�a�ves 
of the Lay Assistants was the installa�on of new glass entrance doors at the rear of 
the church— dedicated 23 April 2017). 
- Monthly mee�ngs and much business completed by our council to keep Bethlehem 
running, beau�fully led by Mr Fred Styants for the year up to the Sept 2017 and now 
Mr Ben Garge� . 
- Receipt of a $25,000 LLL mission s�mulus grant to upgrade Bethlehem ministry 
 facili�es to further the mission of God at this place.  With other dona�ons from mem-
bers, most of the cost of the project is nearly fully funded.  Visitors to Bethlehem for 
Christmas will no�ce many improvements including new signage, exterior pain�ng, 
fencing and paving, a shade sail for our outdoor fellowship and mee�ng area, and a 
new door from the worship area to our outdoor fellowship area.  These were blessed 
to God's service on 3 December 2017. Further upgrades to the mul�purpose mee�ng, 
teaching and Sunday School room are scheduled for quarter 1 2018.  Our external  
appearance and the u�lity of our facili�es are not ends in themselves, but point us 
and all that are drawn into them to the real treasure of this place. This is Jesus Christ 
found in a lowly manger, on his cross of wood and risen from the dead that first 
Easter. There God has shown us he is unequivocally  for us.   Many people have 
assisted �me and money to this project, but special thanks go to Mike Yurisich for de-
sign, approvals and much of the labour, Amanda Garge� in helping Mike on the prop-
erty commi�ee and Mr Phil Schmeiss for dona�ng a 'stack' of his �me and ‘knowhow’. 
 

- and plenty else as well known to our members, friends and heavenly Father.   
Huge thanks to everyone involved including families who support so many, to do what 
they do here - too many people to list! To God be the glory.  

 
 
 

 



Ques�ons about a�ending Holy Communion in  
  the Lutheran Church? 
‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ given with bread and wine, ins�tuted by Christ himself 
for us Chris�ans to eat and drink.’  

Come to this sacrament: 
- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;  
- as a bap�sed believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;  
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives — his true body and blood 
 with the bread and wine ; 
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ.  

Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew or  
come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your  inten�on. 
 
                           COMING UP OVER THE NEXT WEEKS 
Sunday Dec 24th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
 6:30pm Christmas Eve Family Service  
Monday Dec 25th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
Sunday Dec 31st 9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
January 2018 
Sunday Jan 7th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE— NEXT WEEK  
 

1st Sunday a�er  Epiphany—January 7th (white) 
 
Readings:   Genesis 1:1-5, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11    
    

Flowers:    Melanie 
Cleaners:   Wills & King Families 
 ———————————————————————————–——————–— 

All Items  for the “Bethlehem Bulle�n”, please email to Lorraine 
(lschutz99@gmail.com)  by Wednesday a�ernoon. 

Visit us on the Web at: blcmorleywa.lca.org.au  
Bookings: email us at  bookings@morley.wa.lca.org.au   

mailto:(lschutz99@gmail.com)
mailto:bookings@morley.wa.lca.org.au



