
Welcome 
 

Worship blessings in Christ as you gather here today to receive God's good 
things. If you would like to talk further concerning faith in Christ or about 
the Church, please contact our Pastor or one of our lay-assistants. Visitors 
are warmly invited to stay a�er worship for a cuppa with our members, and 
also to sign our visitor's book in the foyer  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 29 Robinson Rd, Morley 
  
      January Bulletin 8th - 29th  2017 

Contact Details 
Pastor:- Pastor Matthew Bishop 

Email: matthew.bishop@lca.org.au 
Office Phone:  9276 7668  

Our Mission 
Being fed with the grace of the Triune God through  

 His Word and Sacraments, Bethlehem Lutheran Church is called to share 
this Bread of Life with the spiritually hungry of our community 

Worship: 
Sundays at 9.30am 

Sunday School at 9:45am fortnightly 
in term time   

 

As this bulletin covers several 
services, please retain 

mailto:matthew.bishop@lca.org.au


 First Sunday after Epiphany—Jan 8th 
 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 29 
Leader : Praise the Lord, you heavenly beings;  praise his glory 
and power. 
People:  Praise the Lord’s glorious name;  bow down before the  
Holy One when he appears. 
The voice of the Lord is heard on the seas;  the glorious God thunders,  
and his voice echoes over the ocean. 
The voice of the Lord is heard in all its might and majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars, even 
the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes the mountains of Lebanon jump 
like calves and makes Mount  Hermon leap 
like a young bull. 
The voice of the Lord makes the lightning flash. 
His voice makes the desert shake;  
he shakes the desert of Kadesh. 
The Lord’s voice shakes the oaks and strips the 
leaves from the trees while everyone in his 
Temple shouts, “Glory to God!” 
The Lord rules over the deep waters;  he rules as king for ever. 
The Lord gives strength to his people and blesses them with peace. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Loving Father, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, 
and revealed him as your dear Son. Thank you for making us your chil-
dren by water and the Spirit.  Keep us faithful to you throughout our 
lives. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings: 
Isaiah 42:1-9  The Lord's servant is a light to the nations   
Acts 10:34-43  Jesus anointed with the Spirit and power  
Matthew 3:13-17 The baptism of Jesus  

Questions about attending Holy Communion in the Lutheran Church? 
‘Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread and 
wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.’  
Come to this sacrament: 

- as a sinner who wants God’s forgiveness;  
- as a baptised believer who trusts that Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin;  
- as a guest who humbly accepts what Jesus gives — his true body and blood with the 

bread and wine ; 
- as a witness who gladly joins in this public confession of the death of Christ.  

Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you may remain in your pew 
or come to the altar to receive a blessing - crossing your arms to signify your  intention 



Second Sunday after Epiphany—Jan 15th 
 

Responsive Psalm:  Psalm 40:1-11 
Leader : I waited patiently for the Lord’s help;  then he listened to me 
and heard my cry. 
People:  He pulled me out of a dangerous pit, out of the deadly 
quicksand. He set me safely on a rock and made me secure. 
He taught me to sing a new song, a song of praise to our God.  Many 
who see this will take warning and will put their trust in the Lord. 
Happy are those who trust the Lord, who do not turn to idols or 
join those who worship false gods. 
You have done many things for us, O Lord our God;  there is no one like 
you!  You have made many wonderful plans for us.  I could never speak 
of them all—their number is so great! 
You do not want sacrifices and offerings;  you do not ask for  
animals burnt whole on the altar or for sacrifices to take away sins.  
Instead, you have given me ears to hear you,  
And so I answered, “Here I am ;  your instructions for me are in the 
book of the Law. 
How I love to do your will, my God!  I keep your teaching in 
my heart.” 
In the assembly of all your people, Lord, I told the good news that you 
save us.  You know that I will never stop telling it. 
I have not kept the news of salvation to myself;  I have always 
spoken of your faithfulness and help.   
In the assembly of all your people I have not been silent about your 
loyalty and constant love. 
Lord, I know you will never stop being merciful to me.  Your love 
and loyalty will always keep me safe. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray to be made clean.  
Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Take away our sin and make us your holy people.  For you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
Scripture Readings: 
Isaiah 49:1-7   God's servant a light to the nations     
1 Corinthians 1:1-9  Grace and peace from God in Christ    
John 1:29-42   Jesus the Lamb of God     
 

 



Third Sunday after Epiphany—Jan 22nd 
 

Responsive Psalm:  Psalm 27:1,4-9  
Leader : The Lord is my light and my salvation;  I will fear no one.  
The Lord protects me from all danger;  I will never be afraid. 
People:  I have asked the Lord for one thing;  one thing only do 
I want;  to live in the Lord’s house all my life, to marvel there  
at his goodness, and to ask for his guidance. 
In times of trouble he will shelter me;  he will keep me safe in his 
Temple and make me secure on a high rock. 
So I will triumph over my enemies around me.  With shouts of  
joy I will offer sacrifices in his Temple;  I will sing, I will praise 
the Lord. 
Hear me, Lord, when I call to you!  Be merciful and answer me! 
When you said, “Come and worship me,” I answered, “I will 
come, Lord; don’t hide yourself from me!” 
Don’t be angry with me;  don’t turn your servant away.  You have 
been my help; don’t leave me, don’t abandon me, O God, my saviour. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Thank you, Jesus, for coming as the light for the world.  Shine 
into our darkness, so that we see God's love, and follow in the 
way you show us.  For you live and reign with the Father and  
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings: 
Isaiah 9:1-4   People who have lived in darkness have  
    seen a  great light       
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 An appeal to avoid factions  
Matthew 4:12-23  Jesus begins his work - light has dawned  
 
 



Fourth Sunday after Epiphany—Jan 29th 
 

Responsive Psalm:  Psalm 112:1-10 
Leader : Praise the Lord !  Happy is the person who honours the Lord, 
who takes pleasure in obeying his commands. 
People:  The good man’s children will be powerful in the land;  
his descendants will be blessed 
His family will be wealthy and rich, and he will be prosperous for ever. 
Light shines in the darkness for good men, for those who are  
merciful, kind and just. 
Happy is the person who is generous with his loans, who runs his 
business honestly. 
A good person will never fail;  he will always be remembered. 
He is not afraid of receiving bad news;  his faith is strong, and he 
trusts in the Lord. 
He is not worried or afraid;  he is certain to see his enemies 
defeated. 
He gives generously to the needy, and his kindness never fails;  
he will be powerful and respected. 
The wicked see this and are angry;  they glare in hate and  
disappear;  their hopes are gone forever. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray for faith in Christ.  
Almighty and merciful God, you sent your only Son as the 
word of life for our eyes to see and our ears to hear. Help us 
to believe with joy what the Scriptures proclaim. We ask this 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  
 

 
Scripture Readings: 
Isaiah 58:1-9a(9b-12)  The Lord desires kindness and justice 
           
Corinthians 2:1-12(13-16) Christ crucified - God's power  
         and wisdom 
          
Matthew 5:13-20   You are salt of the earth and light of  
         the world 
           



Prayer Points—January 
As each Sunday covered by this bulletin has a different worship 
leader who will be drawing the Prayer of the Church from various 
LCA resources, individual prayer points for each of the Sundays 
have not been provided.   
In pastor's absence, should you have a special prayer  
equest, the primary contact is Lay-Assistant Mr John Zadow (9276 2231) or if 
non-contactable, Chair of Lay-Assistants Mr Phil Schmeiss (9294 4920). 
 
As you pray over this period, helpful themes consistent with our January  
readings and the Christian life in general include the following:  
 
¨ Thanksgiving that Jesus Christ is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 

(John 1:29) 
¨ That all will be taught by the Holy Spirit (John 16:13) and 'Look!' (John 1:29) to the Lamb 

of God and be saved (1 Tim 2:4) 
¨ That we would live in the righteousness of our bap�sms (Ma� 3:15; Titus 3:5), confess-

ing our sins (Psalm 32:5, James 5:16) and stepping into newness of life (Romans 6:3-6) 
¨ That Christ's church may faithfully serve him and his crea�on  
 (Ma�hew 4:20) without dissent and quarrelling (1 Cor 1:10-18; 2 Cor 5:11-21)  
¨ That Christ's church and all within would act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with 

God (Micah 6:8) in our service and assistance of all people (Isaiah 1:17) 
¨ For 'kings and all in authority that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 

and holiness' (1Tim 2:2) 
¨ For success of all who work in their godly callings (Colossians 3:23-24)  
¨ For strong agriculture, commerce and industry (Psalm 65:11) 
¨ The blessing of the Lord be upon our arts, culture, rest and leisure (Gen 2:2; Gen 4:21) 
¨ God's comfort (Isaiah 40:1) and strength (Psalm 28:7) for all who are sick, recovering 

from surgery, dying, troubled or anxious (Phil 4:4-7) 
 
  Please remember in your prayers 
¨ Those dealing with health issues.   Gabbi Bishop, Elfreida 

Kaszanski and her son Bruce,  Lisa Sitarz, Jutta Chrulew,  Carmen 
Lawson, Roslyn Zadow and  Tristram Van Rooyen. 

 
¨Those facing challenging circumstances.  Bishop Family, Margaret 
and Ernst  Klenner, Amalia Chrulew and family, Roslyn, Lois and Jye 
 
 



Epiphany and beyond:   
Over the next four Sunday's that this Bulletin covers we 
spend time in the season after Epiphany (January 
6).  Renowned Christian liturgical scholar Frank C Senn 
says:  'The festival has its origins in the Eastern Christian 
churches, in which it was a general celebration of the in-
carnation of Jesus Christ that included the commemoration 
of: his birth: the visit of Magi ("wise men" as Magi were 
Persian priests) to Bethlehem; and Jesus' baptism in the 

Jordan River by John the Baptist; and even the miracle at the wedding of Cana in  
Galilee in which Jesus turned water into wine.  It seems fairly clear that baptism was 
the primary event being commemorated…' (pp119-120, Introduction to Christian  
Liturgy, Fortress Press, Minneapolis). 
 
As such, on Sunday 8 January we will celebrate the baptism of Jesus.  John the  
Baptist had protested that he should not baptise Jesus, but that it should be the other 
way.  So during the sermon we will look at what Jesus' words,  "Let it be so now; it is 
proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness", mean for us now (Matthew 3:15). 
 
The readings for the weeks thereafter have many highlights.  Themes of light, salvation 
and key moments and teaching in Jesus' early life are prominent. While the sermon 
texts are still to be selected by the various lay readers, you'd be blessed spending 
some time with your study bible and these particularly profound texts:   
Jan 15: John 1:29-42  'Look!  The lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world'. 
(John 1:29) 
Jan 22:  Matthew 4:12-23:  'The people living in darkness have seen a great light'… 
"Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men" (Matt 4:16;19) 
Jan 29:  Matthew 5:1-12:  The Beatitudes… 'Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven…' (Matt 5:3) 
 
By the way, it was once custom at Epiphany to announce the dates of Easter (yes - 
prior to printing presses and smartphones, calendars were hard to come by!)  So just to 
put it on your radar, as God wills, in 2017 Ash Wednesday will be observed 1 March, 
Maundy Thursday 13 April, Good Friday 14 April, Resurrection of our Lord Sunday 16 
April and Pentecost 4 June!     
 
Pastor Matt's leave:  Thanks to those leading and assisting with services while I am 
on carers and rec leave including Sunday the 15th, 22nd and 29th of January.  For any 
pastoral emergencies that arise, in the first instance please contact Lay-Assistant 
Mr John Zadow (9276 2231) or if non-contactable, Chair of Lay-Assistants Mr Phil 
Schmeiss (9294 4920).  Arrangements are in place for them to contact other Perth   
Lutheran pastors as needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ladies Fellowship Planning mee�ng—Saturday 21st January 9:30am 
Come with your ideas  to assist with the yearly program of events 
Morning tea provided.    Roslyn( 9276 2231) 



COMING UP OVER THE NEXT  WEEKS 
Sunday 8th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
Sunday 15th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
Saturday 21st 9:30am Ladies Fellowship Planning meeting 
    Morning tea provided 
Sunday 22nd 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
Sunday 29th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
Feb 
Sunday 5th 9:30am Bethlehem Worship  
 
Bookings:  Visit us on the Web at www.morley.wa.lca.org.au or email  
  us at  bookings@morley.wa.lca.org.au   

 
WORSHIP  SERVICES COMING UP  

   
 Second Sunday after Epiphany— January 15th, 2017 (Green) 

 
Readings:  Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9,  John 1:29-42  
Flowers:    Melanie 
Cleaners:  Wills & King Family 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany— January 22nd, 2017 (Green) 
 

Readings:  Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23  
Flowers:    Linda 
Cleaners:  Wills & King Family 
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany— January 29th, 2017 (Green) 
Readings:  Micah 6:1-8 , 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12  
Flowers:    Yvonne 
Cleaners:  Giersch Family 

 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany— February 5th, 2017 (Green) 

Readings:  Isaiah 58:1-9a(9b-12) , 1 Corinthians 2:1-12(13-16),  
        Matthew 5:13-20    
Flowers:    Elfie 
Cleaners:  Giersch Family 
 

———————————————————————————–——————–— 
All Items  for the “Bethlehem Bulletin”, please email to Lorraine 

(lschutz99@gmail.com)  by Wednesday afternoon. 

http://www.morley.wa.lca.org.au
mailto:bookings@morley.wa.lca.org.au
mailto:(lschutz99@gmail.com)



